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Pastor Hermann Kuschke

Founder of the DSJ

1890 

“Soon, I asked my fellow 
countrymen from the pulpit to 
send the children to my school.”
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The City of Johannesburg, 

founded in 1886 with the 

discovery of gold, attract-

ed many adventure seekers 

and business people who 

packed up their belongings 

and moved to Africa to seek 

their fortunes. These were 

people who, in the 19th 

century, risked crossing the 

defined boundaries of the 

borders in Europe and who 

could truly attest to a great pioneering spirit. Amongst 

them was Pastor Kuschke. 125 years ago he started teach-

ing one, and shortly thereafter three learners in his home. 

This heralded the birth of the Deutsche Internationale 

Schule Johannesburg (DSJ).

It is astonishing that only four years after the founding 

of the city, members of the German community and Pas-

tor Kuschke already saw the need to establish a German 

school for their children.

125 years have now passed and it is remarkable how the 

school has held its ground throughout this time despite 

the most varied political and social conditions – partially 

due to self-confidence and respect for tradition and par-

tially due to flexibility and innovative capabilities. There-

fore, the DSJ has shown: A school can survive for quite 

a long time without actually ageing. It evolved from a 

school for children of German immigrants at the end of 

the 19th century to a school for children of German expats 

and, from 1989, to a school of cultural encounter, open to 

all sectors of the population in Johannesburg. It is now a 

school for all who are interested in the German language 

and culture. In addition to the entitled, but very hetero-

genic interests and expectations of the various groups of 

parent bodies and social interest groups, the interests of 

the Federal Republic of Germany as well as the host coun-

try South Africa had to be taken into consideration. Up to 

this day, this invigorating constellation with its innate po-

tential for conflict shapes the everyday school life at the 

Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg. This has 

brought about a unique institution with extremely com-

plex social and educational structures with its organisa-

tional and educational challenges. Today the DSJ consists 

of a Creche, a Kindergarten, a Primary School, an English 

Medium High School and a resource centre. It is a South 

African type of school, writing the National Senior Certif-

icate examinations and a German type of school writing 

the combined Abitur.

In the 125th year of the school, children from 35 different 

nationalities and 27 of the most diverse religious affilia-

tions, as well as from all social backgrounds are educat-

ed together. This proves that the term “school of cultural 

encounter” is not only a label, but is lived daily, and the 

school fraternity take great pride in this. The binding fac-

tor is and remains the interest in the German language 

and culture and the possibility to pursue further educa-

tional goals with the final qualification in both South Afri-

ca and Germany.

This anniversary publication is an expression of the suc-

cess of our unique school that was inspired by people with 

a pioneering spirit who dared to make unorthodox deci-

sions and traverse unknown paths. The success proves 

that this is necessary to exist in modern times.

I wish for us all at the Deutsche Internationale Schule Jo-

hannesburg that we retain this pioneering spirit in the 

future and thank the many staff members, sponsors and 

friends of our school, without whom we certainly would 

not have become so old and would not have stayed so 

young. A special thanks to the German authorities and 

their employees for the past and future financial, person-

nel and non-material support.

I would also like to thank all the people who worked on 

the compilation of this commemorative publication and 

wish you, dear reader, an enjoyable and interesting read.

Thomas Bachmeier

School Principal

When Pastor Hermann Kus-

chke founded the German 

School in Hillbrow in 1890, 

no one could have fore-

seen that 125 years later, 

there would be a school in 

existence with more than 

one thousand children. The 

small beginnings of the 

school, due to the involve-

ment of the German com-

munity, culminated in the 

creation of a school building that was inaugurated in 1897. 

Despite two World Wars, during which the school also 

experienced difficult times, the number of learners in-

creased steadily. More and more children began to attend 

the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg from the mid-1950s 

in particular. This development led to a new school build-

ing that was inaugurated at its present site in 1969. The 

Board was already intent on an international orientation 

of the school from the very early years. This ensured that 

in 1983, the German Abitur could be taken for the first 

time. Six years later and after thorough preparation, the 

first children could be taken in from Soweto and the foun-

dation stone for a school of cultural encounter was laid.

The overall positive development of our school was only 

possible due to financial resources being provided by 

private individuals, German companies, the South Afri-

can-German Chamber of Commerce and institutions of 

the Federal Republic of Germany such as the Federal Of-

fice of Administration and the Central Office for German 

Schools Abroad (ZfA). In addition, the Deutsche Schule 

Johannesburg was sponsored by teachers from Germany, 

who were and are also being paid by the ZfA. Many thanks 

for this support and indispensable involvement. Thanks 

also to all the volunteers, friends of the Deutsche Schule 

Johannesburg, the school principal, the teachers and the 

administrative staff. A special thanks to all the parents 

who have placed their trust in our school with the enrol-

ment of their children.

We are facing new challenges today. Social structures have 

shifted fundamentally. 

Educational requirements have been raised for both 

teachers and learners. Everything we do will continue in 

its aim to prepare our children with high educational de-

mands and competent teaching of a demanding curric-

ulum and for the international professional environment.

We are already a good and attractive school, but are con-

stantly in competition with other private schools in the 

greater Johannesburg area. We undertake to be more 

strongly oriented towards the wishes and needs of our 

customers, the parents and the learners, and to never 

lose sight of the vision and mission as well as the guiding 

principles of the Deutsche Internationale Schule Johan-

nesburg. This balancing act is not easy to achieve, but 

the school management, the teachers, the administra-

tive staff and the Board all strive to be committed to this, 

which should also determine future thinking.

We have already achieved a great deal together, but 

there are still more issues to be tackled, always with the 

assumption of responding fairly to change.

This book will provide more details on the broader 

aspects of our school, and I trust that you will find 

much enjoyment browsing through this special and 

extraordinary reading matter.

Ralf Franke

Chairman of the Board

FOREWORD FOREWORD
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I am very pleased to be able 

to congratulate you per-

sonally on the 125th anni-

versary of the Deutsche In-

ternationale Schule Johan-

nesburg. I was able to see 

for myself, during my vari-

ous visits in the past, the re-

markable work that you are 

all doing and the great in-

volvement and enthusiasm 

which is at work here. 

At the German schools abroad, learners from the most 

varied personal, social, religious and cultural backgrounds 

learn with and from each other. German schools abroad 

stand for diversity on every level and in the best sense of 

the word. The Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannes-

burg offers an outstanding example of this.

Starting from the smallest, the Regentröpfchen, to the 

Vorschule, from Primary School to the Orientation Phase, 

right up to NSC or Abitur, young people from the most 

varied backgrounds can acquire an excellent education 

and intercultural competence to fulfil the demands of an 

increasingly globalised world.

The Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg has, 

for 125 years, been standing for the education of learn-

ers to become strong and confident personalities and has 

been justifiably carrying the seal of quality of “Exzellente 

Deutsche Auslandsschule” for several years.

I heartily congratulate you all on your important and out-

standing work.

Ulla Schmidt, MdB

Vice President of the German Parliament

Authors’ particulars: German Parliament/

Stella von Saldern

125 years is an impressive 

age, even for a school and 

to have achieved this is tru-

ly a reason for celebration. 

When Paster Kuschke start-

ed teaching one learner in 

his private home in 1890, 

he would not have dared 

to predict that from those 

early beginnings, a school 

would exist 125 years later 

with more than one thou-

sand learners from various cultural backgrounds and lan-

guages offering both national and international qualifica-

tions. 

There were about 4000 Germans in Johannesburg, who 

wanted their children to be taught in the German lan-

guage, when the foundation stone was laid for the first 

big school building in Hillbrow on 4 April 1897. The main-

tenance and expansion of the German language is still the 

aim and important goal of every German schools abroad 

today. Nevertheless, a programme with an international 

character has long since come about. German as well as 

English speaking learners of diverse local and social back-

grounds are learning side by side, increasing their knowl-

edge and learning to accept each other with openness, 

tolerance and mutual respect. 

Nelson Mandela stated that education is the most pow-

erful weapon to change the world. When Apartheid was 

abolished in South Africa, it became a matter of honour 

for Germany and the German schools in South Africa to 

make a contribution through the so-called ‘Neue Sekund-

arstufe’ (NSek), which would make it possible to provide 

an education for young people who lacked the necessary 

financial means and who had been denied an education 

until then. In so doing, their world could be changed.

With the combined final examinations of the German Abi-

tur/South African NSC, with the NSek programme and the 

intake of learners from various backgrounds, who are all 

able to leave the school with a German language diploma 

in hand, the school has developed into a genuine school 

of social encounter, building bridges to Germany, Europe 

and the whole world, opening horizons and preparing 

young people for life in our global and interconnected 

world.

The Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg has 

used the past 125 years well to develop itself into the 

“Exzellente Deutsche Auslandsschule” that it is and I con-

gratulate you sincerely.

Dr Horst Freitag

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of 

Germany in South Africa

FOREWORD FOREWORD
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The Deutsche Internation-

ale Schule Johannesburg 

(DSJ) has been providing 

its learners with an excel-

lent German school edu-

cation for 125 years. Since 

its founding in 1890, it has 

made it possible for chil-

dren of German descent to 

integrate into South African 

society and has encour-

aged local learners to learn 

the German language and culture.

As a German-South African school of cultural encounter, 

it offers a bicultural and multilingual teaching programme 

leading up to national, German and international exit lev-

els. In addition to the knowledge of languages, it imparts 

its learners with knowledge and a mutual understanding 

of both cultures at a high standard. This was not always 

so. Nevertheless, even in the days of Apartheid, the so-

called ‘Neue Sekundarstufe’ at the DSJ and other German 

schools in Southern Africa was established in the years 

1988/89. On behalf of the German parliament, German 

schools were challenged to carry out the cultural and po-

litical duty of social encounter in the schools. The ‘Neue 

Sekundarstufe’ made it possible for black and coloured 

children to attend German schools. 

The Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg is part 

of a network of more than 140 German schools around 

the world that is officially recognised and supported by 

the Federal Republic of Germany. Over the course of time, 

the school has developed as a symbol of tradition, while 

at the same time, excelling through advanced education 

and modernity. For four years, the Deutsche Internation-

ale Schule Johannesburg has been able to call itself an 

“Exzellente Deutsche Auslandsschule” having been given 

the seal of approval signed by the President of the Feder-

al Republic of Germany. I am certain that the school will 

continue to maintain its excellent image and performance.

On behalf of the ZfA, I would like to thank everyone re-

sponsible for their high level of involvement and close 

collaboration and I wish to congratulate them warmly on 

this special anniversary. The good wishes extend to all the 

people involved in the school including the entire school 

community – learners, teachers, staff, parents, the school 

management and Board as well as the German represent-

atives abroad and local authorities and partners. I also 

wish you all much success in the forthcoming years.

Joachim Lauer

Head of the Central Office for German Schools Abroad

In this year of 2015, the 

Deutsche Internationale 

Schule Johannesburg is 

not only imparting young 

people, as it has been do-

ing for 125 years, with the 

German language, but also 

with a holistic education, 

incorporating the culture 

of Germany and South Af-

rica, in preparation for the 

diverse demands of the glo-

balised world. You are encouraging respect and tolerance 

amongst the cultures: already for generations and for gen-

erations to come.

Your profile makes it possible for the Deutsche 

Internationale Schule Johannesburg to provide German 

and South African learners with excellent national 

and German exit level qualifications and to offer, as a 

school of encounter, diverse educational experiences by 

being a school of social encounter. It is no wonder that 

the Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg has 

become the attractive school for male and female learners 

from more than 30 nations over the past 125 years. This is 

a great achievement.

The Phoenix Centre offers learners the choice of a variety 

of activities and offers support, advancement and adviso-

ry services. 

The voluntary work of the School Board at the Deutsche 

Internationale Schule Johannesburg has formed the basis 

for the work at the German Schools Abroad and has made 

a considerable and valuable contribution both worldwide 

and for Germany. The Deutsche Internationale Schule Jo-

hannesburg is one of the founding members of the World 

Association of German Schools Abroad, in which the edu-

cation authorities of German Schools Abroad have joined 

forces. On behalf of the entire Board and the teams of 

the branches of the world association of German Schools 

Abroad, I would like to thank you for your commitment 

and long-standing partnership.

I would like to congratulate the Deutsche Internationale 

Schule Johannesburg warmly on its 125th anniversary 

and trust that the school will continue to be a place where 

knowledge of the German language and culture continues 

to be imparted to learners.

Detlef Ernst

Chairman of the Board of the World Association 

of Schools Abroad

FOREWORD FOREWORD
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The Deutsche Internatio-

nale Schule Johannesburg 

has been affiliated to the 

IEB since 1992. In its 24 ye-

ars of writing the IEB exa-

mination at Grade 12, the 

results of the school have 

reflected the determina-

tion to succeed that is the 

hallmark of German culture. 

The school has established 

a proud legacy of learners 

who have successfully completed their tertiary studies at 

universities both local and international, have taken up 

their places in building our economy and have accepted 

their civic responsibility in our society. 

The close connection between the school and the 

community it serves has ensured that the characteristics 

of commitment to hard work and attention to detail are 

inculcated in the learners at the school. The strong ties 

between the South African German community and the 

motherland in Europe are reflected in the support of the 

German government within the South African education 

system by the supply of teachers and other educational 

support to the German schools. Children at the school 

who do not have a German heritage are exposed to a 

rich tradition of expertise, values and work ethic that 

has been built over many centuries of reflection and 

careful contemplation. They experience the thinking of 

great German philosophers, the music of great German 

composers and the literature of great German writers. 

Through this exposure they come to understand how the 

world as we know it has been influenced over time and 

continues to be influenced by the German nation. 

The diversity of South Africa has always been reflected 

in the pupil population of the Deutsche Internationale 

Schule Johannesburg. Its attitudes embody the primary 

values of respect and tolerance of difference that is at 

the forefront of South Africa’s drive to build our young 

democracy. 

The IEB is proud of its association with the school. 

We are particularly proud to be the South African 

assessment partner in the unique German and South 

African qualification, the Kombi-Zweig – Deutsches 

Internationales Abitur und National Senior Certificate. 

The success of learners in this programme has been 

impressive and underscores the quality of education 

offered at the school. 

I acknowledge your achievements and wish you every 

success in the future. 

Anne Oberholzer 

CEO of the Independent Examinations Board

FOREWORD

On behalf of the Depart-

ment of Basic Education, I 

congratulate the Deutsche 

Internationale Schule Jo-

hannesburg (DSJ) on its 

125th year anniversary. The 

school has grown along-

side many other schools 

that fall within the Gauteng 

Education Department and 

upholds the principles of 

our education system and 

of the Constitution of our country.

The school has grown and developed with the City of Jo-

hannesburg and has proven to be a focal point of the Ger-

man community, while also adapting to the ever-changing 

climate in its host country, South Africa. The DSJ’s com-

mitment to academic, sporting and cultural excellence is 

noteworthy and commendable. 

The Department of Basic Education wishes the DSJ all the 

very best for its 125th year anniversary celebration week 

in September and looks forward to continued growth in 

the next 125 years. 

Mrs AM Motshekga, MP 

Minister Of Basic Education

FOREWORD

As a result of an interna-

tional agreement between 

the Republic of South Af-

rica and the Federal Re-

public of Germany, Umalusi 

has proudly certified the 

National Senior Certifi-

cate-Abitur combination 

for the candidates from 

the Deutsche Internation-

ale Schule Johannesburg 

since 2009. Umalusi wish-

es the school, its staff and 

all its learners well in this 

auspicious 125th year of its 

existence.

Dr Mafu S Rakometsi

Chief Executive Officer

 UMALUSI, Council for  

 Quality Assurance in 

General and Further 

Education and Training 
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1890 -1897 Pastor Hermann Kuschke • 1898 (1st quarter)  
Pastor Johannes Müller • 1898 -1903 Dr. Georg Weidner 
• 1904 -1912 Johannes F. W. Gaedecke • 1912 -1915  
Dr. Wilhelm Upmeyer •  1915 -1920 School Closed •  
1922 -1931 Elsa Völkerling • 1931 -1939 Georg Rathke • 
1940 -1946 Helene Aab • 1946 -1950 Wolf Kaiser • 1951 
Helene Aab • 1952 -1956 Herbert Carl Nöckler •1957 -1959 
Dr. Gerhard Rauche • 1960 -1964 M. G. Hermann 
Deetlefs • 1965 -1971 Peter Adami • 1972 -1978 Dr. 
Helmut Lucke • 1979 -1983 Peter Stabel • 1984 -1991 
Henning Gerstenberg • 1992 -1997 Manfred Adam • 
1998 - 2005 Reinhard Löchelt •  2006 - 2009 Dieter Jacob 
• 2009 - 2014 Erich Schreiner • 2014 Thomas Bachmeier
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1890. THE DSJ IS FOUNDED. The Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg is one of the oldest schools 

in the City. Pastor Hermann Kuschke started teaching only four years after the founding of the city in 1886. Many 

Germans came to Johannesburg during the gold rush and they wanted a school where their children would be 

taught in the German language. These plans started to take shape in 1888 within the German community in 

Johannesburg. However, this ambitious undertaking failed in the following year due to a severe economic crisis. 

Nevertheless, Pastor Hermann Kuschke did not give up and started to give lessons at his home at the beginning of 

1890 and later at the church of the Berlin Mission Community with only one single learner, Ernst Ritter, the son of the 

church board member J. Ritter. Only one year later, the number grew to 20 learners. They were taught the subjects 

of Religion, German, English, Dutch, Arithmetic, Biology, History, Geography, Singing, Drawing and Gymnastics.

Did you know that the first teacher was C. Endemann, 

who was employed at the beginning of 1892? 

He worked for a meagre 5 pounds a month.

17
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1897. WELCOME TO HILLBROW. The economic 

forecasts in the City of Gold were more than positive at 

the end of the 19th century. Gold and the allure of big 

money attracted more and more people to Johannesburg. 

Amongst these people were also 4000 Germans – many 

of them merchants. They collected and donated enough 

money so that in 1897, a new, big school building could 

be built in Hillbrow. The property, in one of the most 

plush suburbs of young Johannesburg, was a present 

from Paul Kruger, the former President of the Republic 

of South Africa. Mathilde Rolfes laid the foundation 

stone for the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg on 4 April 

1897. The building of the school made good progress 

and teaching started only a few months after the laying 

of the foundation stone. To receive state support from 

the government of the Transvaal, Dutch was not only 

included in the timetable of all the class levels, but the 

first timetable was also drawn up in this language. The 

constant lack of funding was one of the main problems 

for the young school. It was only because German 

businessmen collected sufficient funds on their trips to 

Germany and within the German community in South 

Africa that the school with its 200 learners did not close, 

but actually grew.
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1899. THE ‘TURNHALLENSCHULE’. Of course, every school has a school hall. The Deutsche Schule Johannesburg  

had in the meantime gained a new status: a ‘private school supported by the state’. This was the case in the last year 

prior to the Anglo-Boer War and the school hall of the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg was completed. The hall was, 

however, not only used for gymnastics, but also used as a banqueting hall, a theatre stage and a ‘House of Horrors’ 

at the Schulbasar. It did not take long before the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg was popularly referred to as the 

“Turnhallenschule”. The very first school theatre play “Bruchstücke des Faust mit Chören” was performed in 1899 in 

this school hall on the occasion of the 150th birthday of Goethe. Dr Georg Weidner, the school principal at that time, 

stated that “This was incidentally the first performance of Faust on the African continent”.
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1899-1902. THE ANGLO-BOER WAR RAGES. The outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War in 1899 presented the young 

school with new challenges. Many residents fled the City of Johannesburg, which was mostly dominated by English 

speakers. The South African government closed schools and the English schools collapsed one after the other. Even in 

the DSJ up to one third of the learners were absent in the first weeks after the beginning of the war. This diminished 

number of learners did, however, not stay as such. The DSJ benefited from the English schools closing down and 

increased to over 220 learners in the following year. Nevertheless, money was tight. The school remained open for the 

duration of the war thanks to subsidies from Germany and personal contributions from the staff.
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Everything that one can 

wish for at a fair is on offer 

at the Schulbasar – from 

traditional folk music to 

South African sounds and 

dances.

The highlight for the DSJ 

learners in the early days 

of the Schulbasar was 

the smashing of crockery 

with cricket balls. Today 

“House of Horrors” and 

the oversized slide, attract 

long queues of parents 

with their children.

THE DSJ SCHULBASAR. Is it the dashing girls in their Dirndl or 

simply the German “Gemütlichkeit”? The annual Schulbasar of the 

Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg has built a reputation 

for being a very lively and colourful event and is a definite highlight 

in the events calendar. Not only for the school, but also for the City 

of Johannesburg. The first Schulbasar took place in 1905 and was 

a type of funfair. In the following years, particularly between World 

War I and II, little attention was paid to the Schulbasar due to the 

prevailing social and political conditions. At the end of World War 

II, the Schulbasar once again attracted more public attention and 

grew into the biggest fundraising event for the school. The colourful 

hustle and bustle of the Schulbasar has traditionally taken place 

on the school grounds right up to 2004. The interim popularity 

of this family fete meant that the school grounds could no longer 

accommodate the stream of visitors. The safety of everyone could 

no longer be guaranteed and so the school made the decision 

to hold this event outside the school grounds between 2005 to 

2007. Since 2008, the Schulbasar was once again held at the DSJ. 

The amazing atmosphere of the Schulbasar, from the smallest 

Regentröpfchen to the big Abitur learners, the parents, teachers 

and staff is not only tangible, but also visible with the magnificent 

Dirndl and Lederhosen. The Schulbasar is so much more than just a 

source of income. It unifies the entire DSJ school community, which 

is involved for the benefit of the school. The Schulbasar will always 

be THE highlight of the DSJ.

Did you know that more than half a year is spent preparing for the Basar by the Basar Committee? The South African 

Police (SAPS) and the Metro Police, Crisis Management of the City of Johannesburg, Ambulance Services, Fire 

Department and other key figures are informed timeously and involved so as to guarantee the security of the event. 

Neighbours and residents of the school grounds are also notified that large pedestrian and traffic volumes have to 

be taken into account around Parktown.

The first Schulbasar makes its debut as early as 1905 but could be described as more of a fun fair. The aim was to repli-

cate the “Hamburger Dom”.

Former General Manager, Mike Stenemann, remembers those 

exciting years: “At the 2004 Schulbasar, we had approximately 

27  000 visitors and 3  000 workers on the school grounds and 

the financial result was incredible. The magnitude of the event, 

however, made this event extremely dangerous. At 16h00, there 

were still thousands of people waiting to enter at Sans Souci Road 

and ambulances were neither able to reach nor leave the adjacent 

Milpark Hospital. In those days, glass beer mugs as well as glass 

bottles were used and these lay around all over the grounds. This 

proved to be a big problem the next day, when delivery trucks 

drove onto the grounds for collection and consequently reduced 

everything to a pile of shattered remains. Additional helper staff 

were still on their knees picking up broken pieces of glass on the 

hockey and soccer field a week later. As a result, Management 

and School Board decided to find an alternative venue for the 

Schulbasar, to be separated in future into the annual DSJ School 

Fete and the DSJ Beerfest. The DSJ School Fete would be held at 

the school and mainly for the school community; the DSJ Beerfest 

would be held on another date and at another venue. This is how 

the DSJ Beerfest started to be held at a different event location in 

2005 and 2006. After just a few years, both events were once again 

joined into the traditional Schulbasar by the School Board and 

brought back to the school. The success of the 2008 Schulbasar 

on the school grounds confirmed that this decision had been the 

right one. The school community and a limited number of visitors 

could not only enjoy this day together, but all the children were able 

to move freely within a secure environment. Although the merger 

of both events and the limited number of visitors resulted in less 

income, the school community could once again enjoy a day filled 

with games and fun together and this was more important for the 

school than the financial gain.”

DSJ_Bierfest_A1 3/16/07 5:03 PM Page 2 

“A German school or church Basar was something extraordinary for us children. 
We could spend half a crown: 6d (6 Pennies) for an ice-cream – a rarity at that 
time, 5d for lemonade, 6d for target shooting and 1 Shilling for games. There 
was a high money prize for climbing up a f lagpole that had been smeared with 
grease. There was a lot of laughter brought on by failed attempts of getting to 
the top. In another game, one had to try to hit crockery (cups, saucers, plates, 
f lower pots) with two cricket balls. It was just as much fun making the noise 
when striking them as receiving the actual prize. Everyone loved the games 
and a great deal of money was brought in. Hermann (Georg Kuschke’s brother) 
was a great marksman at target shooting. His best prize was a beautiful, big oil 
painting. There were stalls in the school hall. All the salespeople wore their 
national costumes and there was a great, colourful variety of them. The food 
there was exotic and wonderful. The recipe for Russian herring salad, which my 
mother still uses today for her herring salad, comes from a Basar. Folk dances 
and folk songs added to the festive atmosphere.  
There was certainly no absence of a brass band and of course beer.”

Quotation from Georg Kuschke’s memoirs of 1965

25
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1907. THE SMUTS EDUCATION ACT. At the end of the War, the Transvaal region was rocked by a massive economic crisis. 

The situation dramatically affected the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg. The number of learners decreased and the expenses 

of the school could no longer be covered. It could no longer exist as a private school. The Board was forced in that year to 

hand control over to the Transvaal Government, a decision made with many reservations, despite great financial advantages. 

The German character of the school should not be placed in jeopardy. Luckily, a new school law, the Smuts Education Act, 

superseded the uncompromising Milner Administration aimed at English education. The various language groups in the 

country were afforded a certain degree of freedom in setting up state schools. The Deutsche Schule Johannesburg, together 

with almost 200 other private schools handed control over to the Transvaal government. In the negotiations, the School 

Board achieved the outcome that the term “mother tongue” could be extended to the German language. In so doing, German 

was placed on the same level as both official languages of the country, English and Dutch. As a result, the Deutsche Schule 

Johannesburg enjoyed the advantages of a Government School, the state took over the costs for teacher salaries as well 

as for the maintenance of the school building, while the school was able to preserve its German character. The government 

ensured that German remained the language medium, the curriculum was kept from 1906 and the School Board could 

continue to choose the teachers. The position stabilised with the new situation and the worries about learner numbers and 

finances were overcome. The Deutsche Schule Johannesburg grew again, already had 300 learners in 1910 and consolidated 

the educational intellectual focus of the school.
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German thoroughness:

“The school had a dedicated 
group of teachers. It was run 
with clock-work precision, on 
non-sectarian lines: slackness 
or fooling around in class were 
not tolerated. There was much 
homework: always punctiliously 
marked. ‘Gründlichkeit’ was  
the watchword of the day.”

Prof. Dr. H. Frankel (Oxford University)  

on his school time at the DSJ 

1912-1915
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1915. WORLD WAR I. The Deutsche Schule was highly 

regarded in Johannesburg at the beginning of the 20th 

century. The proficiency standards were good and the 

High School went up to the 12th grade. However, the 

outbreak of World War I brought an end to this positive 

development. Europe was embroiled in a bloody war, 

which also impacted on the people of European heritage in 

Johannesburg. In 1915, DSJ learners burnt British and Italian 

flags in the school courtyard. General indignation was not 

only noticeable in Johannesburg, the attitude had turned 

in the eyes of the public and the authorities. The situation 

was serious. The flag incident led to a temporary ‘end’ for 

the school. It was closed without further ado. Teachers who 

were not interned were moved and distributed amongst 

other schools. The property and the building were leased 

to the government. An English school, the Hospital Hill 

School, moved into the DSJ school building. Germans were 

no longer welcome in Johannesburg at that time. Many 

disappeared or made sure they could not be recognised 

as being German. Many asked themselves what was the 

point of sticking to the Deutsche Schule project. But not 

everyone shared this mindset. A small core held on to the 

Deutsche Schule Johannesburg. The non-interned people 

responsible for the school committee and Board were not 

so pessimistic. They adjusted to “hibernation” to overcome 

the bad times.
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1922

Upward –  
the DSJ returns
Page 34-35

The DSJ becomes 
a Private School
Page 36-37

The DSJ 
becomes a 
Secondary School
Page 38-39

1932

DSJ 1922 - 1959

1934

The outbreak of World War II in 1939 brought renewed challenges for the DSJ, even if not to 

the same extent as in World War I. Due to the strict policy of political neutrality to which the 

school committed itself, the authorities allowed the DSJ to remain open, despite the anti-German 

sentiment in the country. This is also not least to be owed to the goodwill of the Afrikaners of the 

Transvaal Education Department (TED) towards the Germans. Nevertheless, it is surprising and 

at the same time admirable that the DSJ was able to convince the TED to expand the school into 

a fully-fledged High School. Until now, the highest educational qualification to be attained at the 

DSJ was only the Transvaal Junior Certificate, which only entitled the learner to write the matric 

examination. This examination had to be written by the DSJ learners at other schools. So it was 

particularly gratifying that at the end of 1942 the learners of the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg 

could once again write the Transvaal matric – the first time since 1914.

The DSJ bursts 
at its seams
Page 48-49

19481939 1959
The DSJ 
school emblem 
is created
Page 44-45

World War II – 
the DSJ 
stays open
Page 40-41
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“As deep as the wounds  
are that the war has afflicted 
the school as well as every 
German company and 
‘Germanness’ in general, 
in our case we still have 
every hope, ... to see the re-
emergence of our German 
educational institution in 
its old splendour and old 
performance ability.”
The view of the School Board at the first parents' meeting after World War I.

1922. UPWARD – THE DSJ RETURNS. Despite the 

pitiful situation, one looked to the future with confi-

dence. The School Board saw that the time had come 

in 1920 to breathe new life into the Deutsche Schule Jo-

hannesburg. The Deutsche Schule started with humble 

beginnings by holding Saturday classes in the sacris-

ty of the Friedenskirche. Regular lessons in the class-

rooms of the school were once again possible as from 

1922 with initially only 10 learners and 3 teachers. The 

popular sporting and music opportunities heightened 

the appeal of the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg. The 

number of learners and teachers increased considera-

bly over the years. The financial situation of the school 

also stabilised. 
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At the beginning of 1930, the German 
community in Johannesburg was sharply 
critical: “It is an absurdity that German 
children should go to English schools, 
a real German school should finally be 
established.” The reason for this is that 
the DSJ was not a ‘German school’ but an 
‘English school’ due to its organisational 
integration into the Hospital Hill School 
and the Transvaal curriculum. The call was 
loud to create a ‘real German school’ again.

1932. THE DSJ BECOMES A PRIVATE SCHOOL. It 

was decided, based on sustained vote of the parents to 

convert the Deutsche Schule into a private school again 

in November 1931.
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1934. THE DSJ BECOMES A SECONDARY SCHOOL. The Deutsche Schule Johannesburg attained the status of a 

secondary school in the year 1934 with a total of 130 learners. It was only in 1942 that it awarded the matric qualification 

and granted the standard of a High School.
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1939. WORLD WAR II – THE DSJ STAYS OPEN. The outbreak of World War II in 1939 brought renewed challenges for the DSJ, 

even if not to the same extent as in World War I. Due to the strict policy of 

political neutrality to which the school committed itself, the authorities allowed 

the DSJ to remain open, despite the anti-German sentiment in the country. 

This is also not least to be owed to the goodwill of the Afrikaners of the 

Transvaal Education Department (TED) towards the Germans. Nevertheless, it 

is surprising and at the same time admirable that the DSJ was able to convince 

the TED to expand the school into a fully-fledged High School. Until now, 

the highest educational qualification to be attained at the DSJ was only the 

Transvaal Junior Certificate, which only entitled the learner to write the matric 

examination. This examination had to be written by the DSJ learners at other 

schools. So it was particularly gratifying that at the end of 1942 the learners of 

the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg could once again write the Transvaal matric 

– the first time since 1914.
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Willem B. M. Vogts 

Honorary Member of the School Board

1859-1945

The political and financial difficulties of the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg during War time could only be overcome 

thanks to the tireless effort and brilliant connections of Mr Willem B.M. Vogts. Mr Vogts attended to the business of the 

Board almost single-handedly through two World Wars and created the basis for an unprecedented recovery in 1945. 

He exerted a long-lasting influence on the school for over 40 years and above all ensured that the Deutsche Schule Jo-

hannesburg would not degenerate into a national-socialist institution.
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1948. THE DSJ SCHOOL EMBLEM IS CREATED. Finally, after more than 50 years, the DSJ got its own school 

emblem. The idea for this came from Wolf Kaiser who was the school principal at that time. His friend, the artist Wolfgang 

Wohl, designed the school emblem and the Namibian artist Dieter Aschenborn carved the badge out of wood. This 

carving was placed in the Turnhalle at the original school in Hillbrow and can still be found in the school today. Next to 

the DSJ abbreviation, Deutsche Schule Johannesburg, typical characteristic symbols of countries, such as the German 

oak leaf and the South African protea, adorn the school emblem. The oak leaf represents German strength, stability and 

loyalty. The protea stands for South African resilience and growth. The joint appearance underlines the integration of 

the two cultures, with loyalty towards the German as well as the South African heritage. Even today, the school emblem 

which was last modified in 2010, is prominent in and around the school.



“Corporal punishment 
for pupils may only  
be meted out by the 
school principal.” 

Extract from the new School Ordinance  

of 1949
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“Our classrooms were outdated 
and unhygienic and were too 
small due to the increasing 
number of pupils … there were 
not enough available rooms for 
the 12 classes. The toilets were 
beyond description…” 
Extract from the minutes of the Board in 1952

1959. THE DSJ BURSTS AT ITS SEAMS. The wave of immigrants after World War II also brought many Germans to 

South Africa. At the beginning of the 1960s, there were already 540 learners at the DSJ. The Deutsche Schule Johan-

nesburg rapidly got into educational and organisational difficulty and had problems with regard to space. This space 

problem was so bad that the school acquired the land on Sans Soucis Road in Parktown in 1959. However, the financial 

situation led to the building of the new school only becoming a reality in 1967. The costs for the new school building 

of one million Rand were funded by the Federal Republic of Germany as well as the fund established by the parents. 

After two years of building, which was relatively fast, the state-of-the-art school at Sans Souci was completed in 1969. 
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1969

The move to 
Sans Souci 
Page 54-59

The 1970s
Page 64-65

1971-1976

1986

1979 1983

1989

“In 1976, I was in Grade 5. It was a year of great 
political significance as the Soweto riots took place in 
June of that year, fuelled by anger against the use of 
Afrikaans as the language for instruction and being 
made a compulsory subject. It is both interesting 
and frightening that we as learners were completely 
unaware of what was going on and that they were not 
discussed – neither in class or during break. Even the 
death of Steve Biko, whose fight against Apartheid was 
so thrillingly portrayed in both the book and the film 
Cry Freedom, was never a topic of conversation in 1977. 
Besides the political motives of the government of the 
time to withhold information or to only present it 
partially or one-sided, the fact that television was only 
introduced in South Africa in 1976 and many learners 
did not even have a television, also played a big part. 
In addition, there were only white, German speaking 
children at the DSJ and there was no contact with non-
white learners at the DSJ or outside the DSJ.”
Ingo Vogt, former learner, teacher and deputy principal

DSJ 1969 - 1990
Olympiade  
and DSJ
Page 72-75

Rainbow Nation 
at the DSJ – the 
New Secondary 
School 
Page 78-85

The year of the 
DSJ Vorschule
Page 66-67

Abitur – at last
Page 68-69

Following 
the traces of 
freedom: A wall 
comes down.
Seite 88-89

DSJ turns 100
Page 92-95

1989 1990
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Did you knowDid you know that the gym teacher at  that the gym teacher at 
the time, Mr Niedermeyer, let the learners the time, Mr Niedermeyer, let the learners 
dance the new “Twist” dance to warm up?  dance the new “Twist” dance to warm up?  
This caused waves of indignation at  This caused waves of indignation at  
the DSJ – unimaginable today!the DSJ – unimaginable today!

Did you knowDid you know that a Std 8 girl   that a Std 8 girl  
was “told off” in the presence of all the was “told off” in the presence of all the 
learners because of something erotic? learners because of something erotic? 
On a hot November day, she “had the On a hot November day, she “had the 
nerve” to open her blouse, i.e. her collar nerve” to open her blouse, i.e. her collar 
button and to let her tie “drop down” button and to let her tie “drop down” 
several centimetres.several centimetres.

The 1960s. The 1960s. Did you Did you 
knowknow that the DSJ  that the DSJ 
was provided with a was provided with a 
subscription of “Bravo” subscription of “Bravo” 
in the 1960s? The school in the 1960s? The school 
had been receiving had been receiving 
copies of the magazine copies of the magazine 

“Rasselbande” for many years – a very “Rasselbande” for many years – a very 
conservative magazine with many Red-conservative magazine with many Red-
Indian adventure stories and handcraft Indian adventure stories and handcraft 
suggestions. "Rasselbande” was bought suggestions. "Rasselbande” was bought 
out by the magazine “Bravo” and now out by the magazine “Bravo” and now 
the school receives a weekly copy of this the school receives a weekly copy of this 
“smutty magazine”.“smutty magazine”.
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funds for the planned new construction, but also to draw up limited contracts for some of the teachers and 

particularly the principal. In 1969, the school’s long awaited move from Edith Cavell Street in Hillbrow to Sans Souci 

in Parktown proceeds the start of principal Peter Adami’s headship. The bell tower and the oldest school benches 

were brought across. These were the mementoes in the now modern school complex with large sporting facilities.

1969. THE MOVE TO SANS SOUCI. The beginning of a new era of the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg. The DSJ 

is incorporated as one of the official German Schools Abroad in addition to the schools of Cape Town, Windhoek 

and Pretoria and into the foreign cultural programme of the Federal Republic of Germany. Bonn defined the DSJ as 

a school worthy of support for German speakers in South Africa and obligated itself to not only provide considerable 
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Walter Scheel, who later became President of the 

Federal Republic of Germany, made the inaugural 

speech at the ceremonial opening ceremony held 

in March 1969 at the school in Sans Souci.
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Kurt Kock was the architect of the complex and long-time 

Chairman of the Board. The “Kurt Kock Auditorium” was 

dedicated to him.
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1969. TUCK SHOP. The tuck shop was founded in 

1969 and has since become a favourite meeting point for 

learners during breaks.
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H. Hallwachs, 1973
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“In 1976, I was in Grade 5. It was a year of great 
political significance as the Soweto riots took place in 
June of that year, fuelled by anger against the use of 
Afrikaans as the language for instruction and being 
made a compulsory subject. It is both interesting 
and frightening that we as learners were completely 
unaware of what was going on and that they were not 
discussed – neither in class or during break. Even the 
death of Steve Biko, whose fight against Apartheid was 
so thrillingly portrayed in both the book and the film 
Cry Freedom, was never a topic of conversation in 1977. 
Besides the political motives of the government of the 
time to withhold information or to only present it 
partially or one-sided, the fact that television was only 
introduced in South Africa in 1976 and many learners 
did not even have a television, also played a big part. 
In addition, there were only white, German speaking 
children at the DSJ and there was no contact with non-
white pupils at the DSJ or outside the DSJ.”
Ingo Vogt, former learner, teacher and deputy principal

THE 1970s. The sudden and escalating occurrences, the 

learner and student unrest in Soweto in 1976, the effects 

of the Apartheid policies seeping into the consciousness 

of the international public, the frightening images of 

state brutality and terror attacks: all this reveals that the 

DSJ was not built in a space free of authority and that 

its existence is also linked to the economic, legal and 

political circumstances in South Africa. The whole of 

South Africa was in flux. The Soweto uprising not only 

paralysed the schools there, but permeated into everyday 

life of Johannesburg. Germans were “affected” even 

when nothing was felt directly during daily school life and 

in the suburbs. Some teachers, however, got involved in 

tackling the existing problems. This attention was only 

outside the school arena. Already in 1969, DSJ teachers 

gave evening classes to black learners in the subjects 

of Mathematics and Physical Science to prepare them 

better for the requirements of the Matric Examinations. 

One teacher, Klaus-Peter Bruck, even went a step further. 

He got involved in the improved teacher training of black 

teachers in Soweto. This ambitious project in the township 

expanded more and more in the following years. Thanks 

to the Federal Republic of Germany, a ‘Teacher’s training 

institure’ was built there. More DSJ teachers got involved 

in a similar way in the subsequent years to provide better 

education for blacks, to form and nurture contact beyond 

the school gates and add to improved communication. In 

these years, many relief efforts were started, in addition 

to specialised projects for schools in Soweto, fundraising 

for the ‘African Children’s Feeding Scheme’, an Easter egg 

hunt for orphans and the underprivileged from Southern 

Africa as well as refugee aid for Angola. The DSJ yearbooks 

in the 1970s are a reflection of critical information as 

well as a stimulus to change one’s view with respect to 

non-whites. Since the founding of the school, only white 

learners were taught, but this did not mean that the 

intake of non-whites was ruled out in accordance with the 

statutes of the school. The decisive criteria for admission 

was the ability to speak the German language. Therefore, 

the intake of non-white learners at that time hardly came 

into consideration. In the 1970s, the demand to open the 

German schools to non-whites was made by the Federal 

Republic of Germany. This was also regarded as a sign of 

German opinion with regard to the policies of Apartheid 

and the discrimination of the supressed black population. 

So the question was asked why a German school in South 

Africa, like the DSJ, showed no sign against the policies 

of Apartheid. The DSJ School Board sent a letter to the 

German Embassy: “… The school regulations of the German 

schools in Johannesburg in their amended version dated 1 

July 1975 make no reservation with regard to the admission 

of young persons in respect of religion, nationality or race. 

Admission to the DSJ is within the framework of existing 

laws and open to all German speaking children based on 

the available capacity and who satisfy the performance 

standards of the DSJ ….” This did not satisfy the demands 

from Germany. The school was to accept children who 

were not from German-speaking families. The costs for the 

German language courses would be fully covered by the 

German government. Nevertheless, a successful pass was 

not a guarantee for acceptance to the DSJ. Firstly, German 

courses were started in 1980 at schools in Soweto and later 

also at the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg. The first step 

towards a school of social encounter had been taken.
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THE 

REGENTRÖPFCHEN 

ARRIVE. In addition to 

both the classes for 3-4 year 

old children, parents have for 

a long time been looking for a 

Kindergarten for small children 

from one year of age. In 2011, the 

reconstruction of the Swiss Centre 

was started so as to satisfy the needs 

of these very young children. In 2011 an 

area was created for groups, sleeping 

and nappy changing as well as a separate 

play area for children from 1 to 3 years old. 

In 2012, the first 20 Regentröpfchen start 

in colourful and affectionately-decorated 

group areas suitable for small children. 

Also see Swiss Centre article on pages 130-

313. The popularity of the Regentröpfchen 

classes made for speedy growth and soon 

they reached full capacity. A new concept 

2002. NEUE PRIMARSTUFE

“They will be making 
sentences by Easter” 
Frauke Konrad, Head of the NPS

NPS. Neue Primarstufe. It was officially introduced at the 

Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg in 2002. 

This began as a pilot project at the end of 1999, admitting 

learners to a Kindergarten class from the age of four 

years who are not able to speak German. The project, 

which is actually the first of its kind worldwide, was 

monitored by Professor Heidemarie Sarter and Professor 

Nhlanhla Twala of the University of the Witwatersrand. 

Children are best able to acquire a second language at 

mother tongue level at the age of three to four years. 

The entire NPS programme is based on this. Despite 

initial scepticism, a lot of interest was shown and over 

100 children came for an admission assessment before 

the first class was even started. Regular evaluations of 

the educational approach by the professors validated 

the NPS programme and allowed it to develop into a 

successful project. English is still spoken in the first weeks 

alongside German being the language of instruction so 

as to make it easier for the learners to settle into their 

new environment. German words quickly advance into 

German sentences by Easter and by the end of the 

term, the learners are able to understand their German 

speaking teachers well. The NPS children, part of the 

Regenbogen-Kids, attend project-based extra lessons 

daily with the constant aim of improving their German 

language skills. The German language is practised and 

consolidated in workshops by means of play (cooking, 

baking, sport and music). The NPS Programme officially 

ends upon admission to the first grade, but the first and 

second graders, as well as older learners if necessary, 

are still given compulsory extra support lessons. The 

DSJ is not only celebrating its 125th year anniversary in 

2015 – the learners of our first NPS class will be finishing 

their school career at the DSJ.

Rueben 
Hope

Leonidas 
Karamanof

Zaakirah 
Kay

1979. THE YEAR OF THE DSJ VORSCHULE. It is 

January 1979. For the first time, a sea of colour can be 

seen between the blue-white and grey attired learners. 

Vorschule children are moving into a classroom that has 

become available. Soon creative hands are decorating the 

walls and windows and a place of warmth and security is 

created in the ‘Big school’. A place where the children are 

challenged in all developmental areas and prepared for 

‘Big school’ through play. They are able to develop into 

confident individuals. Above all, the German language 

is promoted as many of the children speak German at 

different levels. Collaboration with the Primary School is 

very important and reciprocal visits to the classes, and 

joint celebrations are included in the school programme. 

The positive affirmation from the Primary School 

teachers shows that the Vorschule programme is well 

balanced between playing and learning. The Vorschule 

quickly enjoys great encouragement and soon additional 

classes are furnished, accommodating up to 27 

Vorschule children in a class. Next to the school grounds 

is a playground accessible to the children thanks to the 

financial aid of the parent body. The Vorschule now 

enjoys a set place at the Deutsche Schule Johannesburg. 

At the beginning of the 1990s, based on the political 

changes in the country, a vast decline in learner numbers 

was experienced. Due to the ever-escalating dangerous 

life and lack of safety on the streets of South Africa, 

many families moved back to Germany. The once 

overcrowded Vorschule classes could no longer be filled 

and were reduced to three Vorschule classes. In 1994, the 

first Kindergarten stream (age 4) was introduced. The 

parents welcomed the extended offer with enthusiasm. 

Two years later, The DSJ once again had four Vorschule 

classes and one Kindergarten class. Joint highlights in 

the Vorschule calendar enrich the diversity of social life 

for the children and parents. The absolute highlight for 

everyone involved is the annual Vorschule festival with 

varying annual theme. At the Indian festival, even the big 

chiefs, such as the school principal, cannot escape the 

stake and are only freed after having smoked the peace 

pipe. In another year, giant dinosaurs march through the 

school grounds, a fire spewing volcano creates great 

surprise, ghostly apparitions can also be found amongst 

the many knights and damsels at the medieval festival. 

The Vorschule kids can be admired as clowns, jugglers, 

acrobats, elephants and dancers at the Pumpernickel 

Circus. Every year brings new ideas and an intensive 

time of preparation for all involved. The parents are a 

great help and are always involved with great zeal. The 

increasing number of learners in the Vorschule and 

the lack of places resulting from this prompted serious 

consideration for a separate building for the Vorschule. 

Plans were drawn up, surveyed, approved and a new era 

for our little ones in their own area was finally ensured.

2005. WELCOME REGENBOGEN-KIDS. 2005 was not only a fresh start for 20 3-year-olds but also for 

their fellow learners. Such young children had never been on the school property before and the school 

community initially had to get used to this. It was also the year of the major new construction. The 

old caretaker house in the parking lot made way for a new, modern and generous Kindergar-

ten building. An independent Kindergarten with a kitchen, hall, staff rooms and offices 

emerged. Even the toilet facilities were tailor-made for young children. All the class-

rooms were designed in rainbow colours and this was how four Preschool classes 

started their new colourful phase of life in 2006. Inspired by Nelson Mande-

la’s dream of his ‘rainbow nation’, the name of this new facility was aptly 

chosen to be Regenbogen-Kids. A name that perfectly symbolises the 

many different nations, cultures and languages that are now at the 

school. The vision and mission statement of the DSJ holds true for 

both the Regenbogen-Kids as well as for the secondary and 

high school learners. The children are already primed at this 

early stage to become independent citizens. The head of 

the rainbow facility states “We already start guiding 

and empowering the children to take over and car-

ry out the smallest, independent jobs and tasks”. 

The Regenbogen-Kids are encouraged and pre-

pared for Primary School by experienced and 

committed teachers in a child-friendly man-

ner. The aim of the Kindergarten at the 

Deutsche Internationale Schule Johan-

nesburg is school readiness. Language 

plays a central role at all age levels 

of the Regenbogen-Kids. Children 

are immersed into the German lan-

guage through singing, rhyme and 

play and learn German in a man-

ner appropriate for children. The 

teacher assistant system allows 

the class teacher to work with 

small groups at a time so that 

the kids can already learn to 

practise internal differentia-

tion and cooperative learn-

ing at this age. Besides 

linguistic learning and 

intercultural awareness, 

emphasis is also placed 

on motor, artistic and 

cognitive skills as well 

as elementary natural 

sciences. All this is struc-

tured to be age-appro-

priate for the children. 

was helpful in realising the urgent need to create more 

space for this facility. Therefore, the School was being 

expanded, built up and strengthened, in order to increase 

the numbers of German learners, improve the quality of 

the German language and to enable more children to write 

the German Abitur. The result: a complete new building 

for the Regentröpfchen. Brigitte Helmrich, Principal of the 

Kindergarten states: “While the noise levels can often make 

the teachers rather tense, the children cannot get enough of 

the beep, beep, beep of the digger.” The new Kindergarten 

has been built as a unique, modern, child-friendly, light and 

generously sized area. A paradise for children aged 1 to 3. 

Soon enough, the many Regentröpfchen needed care in 

the afternoons.  Working parents can have their children 

at the Kindergarten until late in the afternoon and even 

during school holidays without having to worry. Some 

parents also use this opportunity to give their children 

the chance to spend more time in a German-speaking 

environment. Specially developed activities involving music 

and play support the development of the German language. 

A typical ‘Regenbogen-Year’ is a lively one, with lots of 

celebrations throughout. Apart from the Regenbogen-

Fest, other highlights include Heritage Day, Mandela Day, 

Bandana and Spring Day. The support of the parents on 

these days is impressive and it can be put down to the 

excellent cooperation between teachers and parents that 

the Kindergarten is able to offer such a variety of activities. 

The relationship between the Regenbogen-Kids and the 

actual School is excellent, for example, participating in the 

Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the Olympiade with 

all the other learners. Many hours are put in to teach the 

children the steps and movements to ensure a magnificent 

overall performance of approximately 300 bright-eyed 

children on stage. Another highlight is the performance 

of the Vorschule Choir at the Assembly of the Secondary 

School. The “big” children applaud enthusiastically while 

the “little” ones leave the stage proudly with their heads 

held high. Thanks to the excellent work of the Regenbogen-

Kids Team, learner numbers have risen to 280 over the last 

years. The dream of a Primary School with four classes 

per grade should be realised within the next two years. 

By then, approximately 320 children will have started 

their school careers at the DSJ and made it their home for 

the next 15-16 years. The DSJ really is a “School for Life”.

The three remaining learners of the first NPS class in the year 2002, all three are school prefects:
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1983. ABITUR – AT LAST. Statements of the then Minister of State in the Foreign Office, Dr Hamm-Brücher, such as 

“Johannesburg will not manage to have an Abitur class and the offer in Windhoek will suffice” delayed the urgent wish 

for eight whole years for the German Abitur to be written at the DSJ. At the end of the 1983 school year, the goal had 

finally been reached: the first Abitur class left the DSJ. The learner and teacher structure at the school had changed 

considerably due to the language courses, the Abitur class, the Vorschule and the Primary School. The DSJ was once 

again experiencing a sharp increase in the number of learners. Learner numbers exceed 1450 between 1982 and 1985.

Back Row:  Olf Gries, Gerhard Kern, Stefan Fuellemann, Dag Becker, Roger Trummer, Peter Stabel (School Principal), 

Gert Gilich

Front Row:  Adolf Stemig (Class teacher), Sabine Woermann, Sabine Dudek, Petra Petersen, Claudia Privato,  

Heike Naumann

REGENBOGEN-KIDS

 68



“I love my friends and teachers 
as we play great games and 
learn a lot of German!” 
James Corrigan und Joshua Ferris, Vorschule 1
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1986. OLYMPIADE AND DSJ. One of the most un-

disputed highlights of the DSJ school calendar is the 

bi-annual Olympiade of the five German schools in 

Southern Africa. These are the Deutsche Internationale 

Schule Johannesburg, the Deutsche Internationale 

Schule Kapstadt, the Deutsche Schule Pretoria, the 

Deutsche Höhere Privatschule Windhoek and the 

Deutsche Schule Hermannsburg. The first Olympiade 

was initiated by Günther Kesselmann from Windhoek 

and took place in Pretoria in 1986. The Olympic athletes 

of the individual schools participate in various disciplines 

at the world-renowned sports event. Besides athletics, 

handball, soccer, volleyball, basketball and tennis, the 

best performances are also achieved in swimming. The 

DSJ was the organiser of the 1990, 2000 as well as the 

2014 Olympiades and were crowned the champions in 12 

of 15 Olympiades. The Olympiade usually lasts one week 

and comprises of an impressive opening ceremony and 

ends with a closing ceremony laden with tense victory 

expectations. Approximately 50 athletes take part in 

teams in the tournament. Despite the endurance test 

demanded on the sports field, the Olympiade is far more 

than a sporting competition. The ‘Olympic Spirit’ forms 

a bond between the athletes and friendships are made. 

This is reinforced by the fact that the visiting athletes 

are accommodated by families of the host school and 

so they are able to learn a lot from each other beyond 

the sports programme. The organisers need months 

and sometimes even years of preparation, but the 

most meticulous plans cannot influence the weather. 

So every Olympiade becomes an exciting challenge for 

the organisers right to the very end. Dominik Meichtry 

is probably the most well-known DSJ Olympian. He 

finished his matric in 2003 at the DSJ. Dominik has been 

a swimmer for Switzerland at the worldwide Olympic 

Games in 2004 in Athens, 2008 in Peking and 2012 in 

London and has won over 30 national titles. The proud 

history of the Olympiade between the German schools in 

Southern Africa will continue in 2016 in Pretoria, when it 

will be celebrating its 30-year anniversary.



“We turned to the big 
class. I didn’t know  
how to do some Maths,  
but now I know.“ 
Geralpha Okaba, 1a
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1989. RAINBOW NATION AT THE DSJ. The New Secondary School – A new school stream for South African 

learners at the DSJ.

The promotion of the gifted and talented with an added 

political and social dimension. That is the concept 

behind the New Secondary School. In 1989, the year 

of origin, the German government also takes a clear 

stand against Apartheid in the school life at the DSJ. 

The school should be open to the black and coloured 

population. Failing this, the considerable financial and 

personnel support from Germany would be cancelled. 

It is more than a plea, it is addressed to all members of 

the school community on behalf of the German Federal 

Parliament: To recognise the signs of the times, to 

perceive and address the sociopolitical tasks of South 

Africa. The written instruction from Bonn, the former 

German capital, has an impact and is the official start 

of the New Secondary School in Southern Africa. The 

school has to open to non-white children. Is there actually 

a need to provide the black and coloured children and 

young people with special support? According to the 

2011 Education Report by Trevor Manuel, this is still the 

case. 20 years after the end of Apartheid, educational 

opportunities for black and coloured learners, measured 

against demographic proportions, are still far behind their 

white peers. The Federal Republic of Germany sets itself 

the goal to support the social transformation process in 

South Africa after the Apartheid era. This support aims to 

offer new educational opportunities and the provision of 

educational qualifications, especially to well-performing 

members of formerly disadvantaged social strata. The 

re-classification of the German Schools in Pretoria, Cape 

Town and Johannesburg as schools of Cultural Encounter, 

facilitates the integration of young people with various 

social and ethnic backgrounds. Today it is also an important 

foreign policy aim to arouse an interest and excitement 

for Germany and the German language through the New 

Secondary School. The German schools in South Africa 

want to achieve a long-term commitment towards South 

African non-German-speaking learners and provide them 

with career prospects in South Africa and overseas. 

Support and foster – 
that is the principle of the DSJ

The New Secondary School 
serves as an important bridge 
between the different cultural 
traditions of South Africa and 
the culture of German schools.
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The first class of the “F-Zweig” in 1990, Grade 4f

Back: Joanne Simpson, Jolene Simpson, Terence Steeneveldt, Megan Stoltenkamp, Rene Matsepe

Middle:  Nicole McBride, Nadine Williams, Shahida Moosa, Renee Jones, Raabia Gill, Danielle Wilskut,  

Hans-Georg Hermann

Front:   Gordon-John Ho Lin, Lebogang Komape, Yusuf Docrat, Anna Malerato Ramela, Andre Klassen,  

Andrea Anthony, Riedwaan Oersen

“Parents, teachers and pupils from various 
cultural backgrounds meet at the DSJ and 
work together for the future of their children 
and thus also for the country South Africa. 
The DSJ’s social commitment in over 40 
partner schools and its integration concept 
contribute greatly to the DSJ’s reputation. 
This does not only reflect in the high number 
of applications to the school, but also in the 
interest shown by the province of Baden-
Wuerttemberg, local companies and various 
organisations that discover the DSJ as a very 
attractive partner in the new South Africa. 
Here, connections are established that 
extend far into the future, that are mutually 
beneficial, and that create a sense of union 
amongst everybody involved: to be part of a 
bigger picture and to be proud of their school 
– the DSJ.” 
Otto Klaiber-Mugica, former New Secondary School principal



 8382 

The learners of the New Secondary School become adults who seized the chance of a world-class academic education 

at the DSJ. Today, they are successful doctors, business economists, media experts, etc. They pursued their careers and 

support the socio-political further development in South Africa. The Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg is 

well on the way to creating the school as a living and working space for the rainbow nation of South Africa. “Integrated 

Secondary School” – this is how the school could be described in the future.

Mbali Gail Dludla, Thamsanqua Koetle, Maleratu Anna Ramela, Danielle Wilskut, Nicole McbBride, Raabia Gill,  

Gordon-John Ho Lin, Renee Jones, Ursula von Lüdinghausen

“I am very happy that I was 
able to shape a part of the DSJ’s 
way forward. Three years of 
living and working here have 
left their mark in my mind and 
in my heart.”
Ursula von Lüdinghausen, former New Secondary School principal
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RAABIA GILL. 'Yes, after school I was on a 
commercial learnership with the SA German 

Chamber of Commerce where I found 
employment with a German company for 

over 10 years as a cost accountant.’ 
'Business Analyst working on the 

implementation of a large-scale ERP Project.'

THAMSANQA KOETLE. 
'I was raised by a single mother 

who was unemployed. My mother 
wanted a good education for 

me but could not afford this. 
The DSJ awarded me a full 

scholarship – much to the envy 
of some of my friends in Soweto. 

My education provided me with a 
solid foundation for a good career 
and proved to be a one-way ticket 

out of poverty.' 
Manager of the Project 

Management Office at Eskom.'

SOME LEARNERS OF THE NEW SECONDARY SCHOOL  
IN 1989 TELL WHAT THEY DID AFTER THEY HAD  
FINISHED SCHOOL:

DR MALERATO A. RAMELA. 
'Seize the opportunity and make 
the most of it.’ 'Medical Officer at 
Sebokeng Forensic Pathology Lab 6'
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“This everyday situation in which 
the learners sit side by side to each 
other, indeed, had a very substantial 
significance. It was a huge book in which 
was written that one is in fact human.”
Desmond Tutu, originally quoted by John Allen, 2008
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“On 9th November 1989, the atmosphere was 
completely surreal. That is the only way I can or 
would describe it today. I was too young to understand 
the magnitude of this event, but old enough to know 
that everything would change. In the whole world. 
Not only in Germany. Maybe even in Apartheid-
ruled South Africa. Some learners just remained silent, 
reverent, or stunned. Others wept tears of happiness.  
In the following days, we were allowed to watch 
the latest reports about the reunion of Germany on 
German television in the Multimedia Room. Going 
back to normal classes simply was not as important and 
possible anymore. I can still remember it very clearly, 
as if it was yesterday. 

The movie - A concert in Berlin on the occasion  
of the reunion
The Berlin Philharmonic orchestra
The Conductor - Herbert von Karajan
The music - Beethoven's Symphony # 7 in major key
It could not have been anything else.”
Ulrike Karg, former learner and teacher, matric 1990

The date – November 9, 1989

The event – the fall of the Berlin Wall

Me – 17 years old, a learner in Standard 9c (grade 11).

at the Deutsche International Schule Johannesburg.

1989. FOLLOWING THE TRACES OF FREEDOM: A WALL COMES DOWN.
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Klaudia von Zyl, 5b, 2011
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An exceptional year for South Africa: After 27 years, Nelson Mandela is released from prison. A new era begins, the 

political change in South Africa takes its course. The whole world is watching the release of Nelson Mandela. At the 

same time, somewhere else in the country, in Johannesburg, at a school in Sans Souci, preparations for a completely 

different event are running at full speed: the DSJ celebrates its 100th anniversary with much joy and festivity. 

Not only during the Festwoche in September 1990, but throughout the entire year events are hosted, all dedicated 

to the anniversary of the DSJ. For example, the opening of the third “Little Olympic Games” of all German schools 

in Southern Africa, as well as the Schulbasar were all dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the DSJ. Thus, the 

Schulbasar will be remembered for being ‘opened’ with old-timer cars and visited by guests dressed in clothes from 

the turn of the century. With approximately 12,000 visitors the Schulbasar of the century turns into a merry feast.

100 years German School Johannesburg
100 years of German culture in Johannesburg
100 years of German community in Johannesburg
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“The year 1990 remains a memorable 
experience for all involved. Due to an 
incredible cooperation between pupils, 
teachers, parents, School Management and 
Board that is almost impossible to improve 
further, as well as extensive financial 
support from trade and industry and the 
association for German education, the 
activities of the anniversary year were a 
great success.”
Former Board Chairman, Jürgen Meyer, 1990
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“Die skool is lekker,  
ek hou daarvan om te speel, 
ek hou daarvan om te skryf 
en ek hou van alles.“ 
Alexander Dehnke, 2c

“The school is fun, I like playing, 

I like writing and I like everything.“ 
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1993

A new uniform  
is introduced  
at the DSJ
Page 100-101

Start of a new era
Page 104-105

Deutsche 
Internationale Schule 
Johannesburg
Page 116-119

20022000 

1999

2003DSJ 1993 - 2003
New primary 
school 
Page 66

The ring is open 
– the Seilzirkus is 
inaugurated
Page 114-115

1994

German 
homework for 
parents
Page 110-111

ZULU XHOSA ENGLISCH DEUTSCHZULU XHOSA ENGLISCH DEUTSCH

Sawubona  Molo Good Day Guten TagSawubona  Molo Good Day Guten Tag
Hello  Hello  Hello  HalloHello  Hello  Hello  Hallo
Kunjani Kunjani How are you  Wie geht’sKunjani Kunjani How are you  Wie geht’s
Kumunandi  ndibulela  Nice to  Schön, Sie (Dich) Kumunandi  ndibulela  Nice to  Schön, Sie (Dich) 
ukuhlangana ukukwazi nawe meet you kennenzulernenukuhlangana ukukwazi nawe meet you kennenzulernen
Igamalami ngingu Igama lam ndingu My name is  Ich heißeIgamalami ngingu Igama lam ndingu My name is  Ich heiße
Nsombuluko Mvulo Monday  MontagNsombuluko Mvulo Monday  Montag
Ulwesibili Lwesibini Tuesday  DienstagUlwesibili Lwesibini Tuesday  Dienstag
Ulwesithathu Lwesithatu Wednesday  MittwochUlwesithathu Lwesithatu Wednesday  Mittwoch
Ulwesine Lwesine Thursday  DonnerstagUlwesine Lwesine Thursday  Donnerstag
Lwesihlanu Lwesihlanu Friday  FreitagLwesihlanu Lwesihlanu Friday  Freitag
Umqibelo Mgqibelo Saturday  SamstagUmqibelo Mgqibelo Saturday  Samstag
Isinto Cawa(e) Sunday  SonntagIsinto Cawa(e) Sunday  Sonntag
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1993. A NEW UNIFORM IS INTRODUCED AT THE DSJ.

“I don’t want to have to look at hairy men’s legs”

regard to money, when the first delivery of uniforms arrived not only in poor quality, but also in the wrong sizes.” “I don’t 

want to have to look at hairy men’s legs,” was the reason against the summer Bermudas of the Grundschule principal back 

then, Traute Riester. The struggle regarding the new school uniform paid off when the time finally came and the learners 

of the DSJ shone with the new dress code and certainly attracted some attention outside the school grounds. It did not 

take long until other private schools, such as St Stithians College, sent queries regarding this matter and also introduced 

new uniforms in their schools. Even 20 years later, this uniform characterises the appearance of the students at the DSJ.

In the prime of life, yet in need of reform. This is exactly what happens to the school uniform in 1993. According to a survey 

amongst parents and learners, the 45-year era of school uniform, which was once initiated by Wolf Kaiser, the principal at the 

time, urgently needed an update. The highly motivated uniform committee at the time, however, first encounters difficulties 

until the final sale of uniforms is implemented. Irmgard Ulrich, a former member of the committee remembers: “First, we 

struggled with the categorical refusal to accept the new outfits by the former Grundschule principal, Traute Riester, then the 

supplier could not produce the desired prototype uniform in series, and finally we had to learn the hard way, not only with 
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Katja Rogge, 12b, 1993
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1994. BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA. South Africa in 1994. A country in transition. A country in a frenzy. The elections 

in April 1994 end the decades of Apartheid politics. With this event, South Africa undergoes probably its most eventful 

turn of the century. A liberation for the entire country. The first democratic elections form miles and miles of queues 

with thousands of South Africans outside the polling stations. There is spirit of optimism in the new South Africa. Nev-

ertheless, the new development of the country also has its downsides. Unfortunately, the initial euphoria is followed by 

extreme uncertainty.

The year of political and social development in the new South Africa also causes a growing concern at the DSJ. Un-

fortunately, the security situation over the following years can only be described as disastrous. Besides shocking mur-

ders, many members of the school community become victims of burglary, theft and hijacking. Many of the victims 

only narrowly escape death. The DSJ is also a victim of burglaries and loss of school equipment. Besides an electrically 

controlled swing gate which is installed at the entrance of Valley Road, further safety measures are also taken to make 

the school as safe as possible. Each year, applications for the DSJ drop whilst the number of deregistrations increas-

es. The number of parents returning to Germany or Europe remains greater than the number of those who come to  

Johannesburg. Security concerns lead to an increased number of qualified professionals in all fields leaving the coun-

try. This trend continues until 2002. It is during 2003 that the learner numbers begin to stabilise.
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Ilse Petersen, 8a, 1998
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Aftercare was introduced in 1998 for both young and old.
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SIE (DICH) UKUHLANGANA 
UKUKWAZI NAWE MEET 
YOU KENNENZULERNEN 
IGAMALAMI NGINGU IGAMA 
LAM NDINGU MY NAME IS 
ICH HEISSE NSOMBULUKO 
MVULO MONDAY MONTAG 
ULWESIBILI LWESIBINI 
TUESDAY DIENSTAG 
ULWESITHATHU LWESITHATU 
WEDNESDAY MITTWOCH 
ULWESINE LWESINE 
THURSDAY DONNERSTAG 
LWESIHLANU LWESIHLANU 
FRIDAY FREITAG UMQIBELO 
MGQIBELO SATURDAY 
SAMSTAG ISINTO CAWA(E) 
SUNDAY SONNTAG 

ZULU XHOSA ENGLISCH DEUTSCHZULU XHOSA ENGLISCH DEUTSCH
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Kunjani Kunjani How are you  Wie geht’sKunjani Kunjani How are you  Wie geht’s
Kumunandi  ndibulela  Nice to  Schön, Sie (Dich) Kumunandi  ndibulela  Nice to  Schön, Sie (Dich) 
ukuhlangana ukukwazi nawe meet you kennenzulernenukuhlangana ukukwazi nawe meet you kennenzulernen
Igamalami ngingu Igama lam ndingu My name is  Ich heißeIgamalami ngingu Igama lam ndingu My name is  Ich heiße
Nsombuluko Mvulo Monday  MontagNsombuluko Mvulo Monday  Montag
Ulwesibili Lwesibini Tuesday  DienstagUlwesibili Lwesibini Tuesday  Dienstag
Ulwesithathu Lwesithatu Wednesday  MittwochUlwesithathu Lwesithatu Wednesday  Mittwoch
Ulwesine Lwesine Thursday  DonnerstagUlwesine Lwesine Thursday  Donnerstag
Lwesihlanu Lwesihlanu Friday  FreitagLwesihlanu Lwesihlanu Friday  Freitag
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SAWUBONA MOLO GOOD DAY 
GUTEN TAG HELLO HELLO 
HELLO HALLO KUNJANI 
KUNJANI HOW ARE YOU 
WIE GEHT’S KUMUNANDI 
NDIBULELA NICE TO SCHÖN, 
SIE (DICH) UKUHLANGANA 
UKUKWAZI NAWE MEET 
YOU KENNENZULERNEN 
IGAMALAMI NGINGU IGAMA 
LAM NDINGU MY NAME IS 
ICH HEISSE NSOMBULUKO 
MVULO MONDAY MONTAG 
ULWESIBILI LWESIBINI 
TUESDAY DIENSTAG 
ULWESITHATHU LWESITHATU 
WEDNESDAY MITTWOCH 
ULWESINE LWESINE 
THURSDAY DONNERSTAG 
LWESIHLANU LWESIHLANU 
FRIDAY FREITAG UMQIBELO 
MGQIBELO SATURDAY 
SAMSTAG ISINTO CAWA(E) 
SUNDAY SONNTAG 

“GERMAN HOMEWORK FOR PARENTS”. Since 1999, learning German and studying vocabularies is now available 

to the parents of the DSJ who don’t have a German background. With the start of this great and exciting project, 

mothers and fathers also have to do their homework. Until this day, the German classes for parents are a great success.

ZULU
XHOSA
ENGLISCH
DEUTSCH110 



“This School allowed me to dream,  
to look forward, to love, to do what I do. 
Currently I am a full-time musician.  
I was lucky enough to be at the DSJ.  
It is an unbelievable place.“ 
Dominic Neill, Matrik 2010, Idols-Participant 
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2000. THE RING IS OPEN – THE SEILZIRKUS IS INAUGURATED.

The Seilzirkus: An extremely attractive 
rope-climbing frame which trains 
many gross motor skills, dexterity, 
balance and judgment of one’s own 
physical abilities.

The valuable explanation of this play equipment is not really important for the learners – as long it is a lot of fun during 

all school breaks. The perfect balance from studying. The Seilzirkus is not only the highlight amongst the Primary School 

learners, but also amongst all age groups.R
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2003. DEUTSCHE INTERNATIONALE SCHULE JOHANNESBURG. But which school is the best? A question 

that can certainly not be answered conclusively. There are schools with different focuses, curricula and strong points to 

choose from. The unique offering of the DSJ strongly conveys German tradition, language and culture. This is the focus 

for all the streams at the school. The DSJ manifests itself as a living and learning space where learners from numerous 

nationalities, different cultural backgrounds and races are successfully educated. In 2015, the DSJ counts a total of 

35 different nationalities; including representatives from different South African cultural backgrounds, such as Zulu, 

Afrikaans and English.
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This diversity, held together by the common ground of the German 

language is the pillar of the DSJ. With an overwhelming vote by 

the parents, the School Board decides in March 2003 that the DSJ 

should henceforth be known as the

.

(Excerpts from prefaces Kay Schroeder and Reinhard Löchelt, 

Yearbook 2003). This spirit carries on, in 2015 the DSJ represents 

35 different nationalities.

„Deutsche Internationale 
Schule Johannesburg.“
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2005

Welcome 
Regenbogen-Kids
Page 67

Grüezi Swiss 
Centre!
Page 130-131

Important guests 
– the World Cup 
build-up
Page 124-125

National 
soccer players 
at the DSJ 
Page 126-127

Let’s go green! 
Solar system 
meets Green Flag
Page 134-135

DSJ obtains 
“Eco-Schools” 
status
Page 136-137

13 becomes 12
Page 138-139

2008

2007

2008

2007-2010

2008 2009 2009

13
-1

=12

DSJ 2005 - 2009
The DSJ-exchange 
programme – 
strangers become 
friends
Page 132-133

2007

Support for 
sustainability 
in Soweto
Page 128-129
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Jacquline Adelfang, 12a, 2006



need pic with Oettinger 
xxx

“Personally, 
I was very 

impressed with 
the positive spirit of 

commitment that you 
can see and feel at the DSJ. 
The dedication of teachers, 

school principal, School Board, 
children and young people that 
I experienced during my visit in 
August at the school is simply 
amazing. To see 26 nations 

gathered under one roof and 
pursuing the same goals is 

a great achievement.”
Günther Oettinger, former prime minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg
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2007. IMPORTANT GUESTS – THE WORLD CUP BUILD-UP. The 2010 World Cup in South Africa has a direct 

impact on developments at the DSJ: back in 2007, the Prime Minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg at that time, Günther 

Oettinger, and a high-ranking business delegation pay the school a visit. He is so impressed that he decides to run the 

“Deutsches Haus” on the school premises; which is well-known from the Olympic Games where German companies, 

celebrities, journalists and their guests meet during the World Cup. This is followed by contract negotiations and sig-

natures, numerous meetings and events between of the DSJ and large German companies and representatives of the 

State of Baden-Wuerttemberg and the German Embassy. The world of business is part of the vibrant everyday school 

life for quite some time. Between 2007 and 2009, the school life is determined by the energy and vibrancy that come 

along with the “German House”. This is all the more unfortunate that in the end this initially great project does not come 

to fruition. There would be no “German House” at the DSJ for the representatives of business during the World Cup. 

However, the school premises serve as a “Public Viewing” area where the school community adequately creates a festive 

atmosphere with beer and German  delicacies.
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2007. 

NATIONAL SOCCER PLAYERS AT THE DSJ. 

“The welcome was just great. We immediately had the 
feeling that we are very welcome here. I especially liked the 
international status of the school. The children learn different 

languages   and cultures from an early age. That will be very helpful 
for their future lives!”, 

National player Piotr Trochowski shares his impression of the DSJ. 

The same from Philipp Lahm: 

“The welcome at the DSJ was extremely warm. The enthusiasm that the 
learners showed during our visit can only be described as overwhelming.  
The warmth and hospitality of both the learners and the teachers is very 

impressive. You can feel that there is a great atmosphere here at the school.”

The former captain of the German national team Philipp Lahm and national soccer player Piotr Trochowski 

together with the South African national soccer players Mark Fish and Linda Buthelezi, inspire the DSJ learners  

in June 2007. Young emerging talents at the DSJ get their money’s worth during the soccer clinic 

which was hosted by the national soccer players.

The two professional soccer players are very impressed by the national diversity at the DSJ. Philip: 

“It's a great experience if you have the opportunity to get to know 
different nationalities and therefore learn and respect different 

mentalities and languages.” Piotr: “I can only confirm this. 
Team spirit has nothing to do with nationality.”

The joy and enthusiasm about the visit of the soccer players is massive for both 

small and big soccer players as well as non-soccer players and remains  

the topic of discussion at the school for a long time.
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2007-2010. SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABILITY IN SOWETO. During his trip in South Africa in 2007, the former 

Prime Minister of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Günther Oettinger, also visits the Khomanani Primary School in Soweto. Very 

moved by the impressions and the commitment of the teachers there, he returns to his home country and searches 

for ways to contribute to the improvement of living and learning conditions. He is successful. With the donations 

from Baden-Wuerttemberg and other sponsors from South Africa, the DSJ is able to send additional teachers to the 

Khomanani school in order to teach Mathematics and English. In addition, the Prime Minister also dedicates all his prize 

money that he won in his famous Skat tournament to Khomanani Primary School in Soweto. The money is dedicated 

to be used under the slogan “Help for self-help” in order to build a bakery. Members of the local school community are 

trained in bread baking. By doing this, not only is the school lunch provided by the bakery, but at the same time, bread 

and baked goods are sold to the surrounding residents and parents of the school. A wonderful self-sustaining cycle is 

created. The generated income pays for new baking ingredients. In 2010, this project kicks off with the opening of the 

bakery at the Khomanani Primary School in Soweto.

“The idea, not to drop off the children once a week on a 
Saturday at the DSJ for preparation classes as always, but 
rather to bring the school to the children, is impressive 
and shows how the responsible people deal with the 
educational mission in a beautiful, but not unproblematic 
country. Baden-Wuerttemberg wants to support this 
project and make a tangible contribution by providing 
teaching jobs or material resources.”

Excerpt from the letter by the Prime Minister Oettinger sent to the DSJ.
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2008. GRÜEZI SWISS CENTRE! This is the motto, chosen by the Swiss Parents Association (SPA) for this 

place of encounter. In August 2008, the multi-purpose room, donated by the SPA, is opened in the Regenbogen-

Kids grounds. After almost 3 years of planning and construction the school is presented with a beautiful big and 

bright room with the latest multimedia system, stage and IT Corner. It should be available to all learners of the 

DSJ, and be accessible for the various cultural events and activities at the DSJ. However, the place of encounter 

soon becomes a children’s paradise and is occupied by the youngest of the DSJ. These kids need space for 

crawling, playing and sleeping. In 2012, around 20 Regentröpfchen aged between one to three years move into 

the Swiss Centre and find a new home.

“Home is essential, however, it is not 
bound by lands. Home is the person 
whose nature we perceive and reach.” 

Max Frisch, Swiss writer
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2008. THE DSJ-EXCHANGE PROGRAMME – 

STRANGERS BECOME FRIENDS. “Three weeks ago 

she went back to Johannesburg and I miss my South Af-

rican friend Kgomotso. I never thought that you could 

get along so well with someone from a different culture 

in such a short time,” says Caro Schnitzer from the Ru-

pert Ness High School in Wangen in the Allgäu region. 

“We were particularly impressed by how free and un-

constrained we could walk around, for example, ride a 

bike to school! That was really cool!” That is how the two 

learners Victoria Oiknine and Alexandra Griessbach from 

grade 9b describe their two-week student exchange in 

Wangen in the Allgäu region. Thanks to the financial sup-

port of the AfdE, the Association for German Education, 

visits and return visits of 15 students of the DSJ and the 

Rupert Ness High School in Wangen take place. Learners 

live with host families and learn about the everyday life 

in a different culture. In addition to the life in the families, 

they also gain many insights into the school life, culture 

and tradition of the country; that happens both in Johan-

nesburg and the surrounding area as well as in Wangen. 

This successful exchange between the High School in 

Wangen is followed by further encounters with German 

schools in 2009. The learners of the DSJ and the Frank-

furt/Oder-based Sports College as well as the Karl-Lieb-

knecht High School establish friendships through lively 

correspondence. “We write in German and they answer 

in English because we all want to improve our language 

skills,” tells Karabo Selchulchuni from grade 11d. Sudden-

ly, the term “German as a foreign language” gets a whole 

new meaning in the lives of the young people. Letters 

become emails. This results in the first project of the two 

schools. “This is how I live, …and how do you live?” Post-

ers are sent around the world – from Germany to South 

Africa, and from South Africa to Germany. An exhibition 

of both worlds of the learners in South Africa and Ger-

many. Until today, both schools have initiated additional 

successful exhibitions entitled “Mobility and Sustainabil-

ity”, “Poverty and Wealth in South Africa”   and “Food”. 

Together with the enormous commitment of teachers of 

all three schools and ENSA, the developmental school 

exchange programme, that supports the project finan-

cially, it is possible to realise a total of four visits, twice in 

South Africa and twice in Germany.
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Group scetch by the Wangen exchange 

students 2014
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2008. LET’S GO GREEN – A SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM 

MEETS GREEN FLAG. A milestone on the way to a green 

school: a solar energy system at the DSJ. The solar panels and 

the photovoltaic system on the roof of the DSJ are responsible for 

supplying the school with hot water and provide for emergency light 

in the corridors during a power failure. Both the tuck shop and the 

showers in the gym are now permanently supplied with hot water. Even 

the pool is slightly heated throughout the spring months – much to 

the delight of the learners. All of that without having to pay a single 

Cent. South Africa in general and Johannesburg in particular are one 

of the best locations around the world with the most hours of sunshine 

per year. Due to these facts, it is of course not only economically, but 

also environmentally interesting to promote projects for alternative 

energy generation. And therefore, the German Energy Agency (dena) 

and the German Ministry for Environment and Technology (BMWi) have 

implemented this idea at the DSJ in cooperation with the companies 

Schüco and Solarzone. An absolute flagship project by the DSJ which is 

being very well received by the public. At the inauguration in June 2008, 

numerous media representatives and representatives of the dena, Schüco, 

the German Embassy and the South African Department of Energy visited 

the project at the DSJ. Mr. Sandile Tyatya, director of clean energy in 

the South African Department of Energy ended his speech by saying:  

“I am looking forward to more schools being provided with solar 

panels so that our children can learn about the benefits of exploiting 

energy technologies that are environmentally benign!”
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2009. DSJ OBTAINS “ECO-SCHOOLS” STATUS. 5 years of eco-activism results in international status. A project 

that gets in line with numerous approaches, the DSJ attempts to promote environmental awareness amongst the 

learners and to encourage environmentally friendly actions in their everyday life. Thus, not only is the waste at the 

DSJ separated according to paper, plastic, compost and residual waste, but the cleaners also only use eco-friendly 

cleaning agents. There are owls’ nesting boxes in the big trees, and a working group of the Grundschule takes good 

care of the school garden. In addition, the Regenbogen-Kids has started a campaign against the Rhino killing; a solar 

car has been designed, built and optimised further, and the working group “Enviro Club” in the Secondary School is 

responsible for the development of the DSJ with regard to environmental matters. The international environmental 

programme “Eco Schools”, in which 995 schools from South Africa participate, already honoured the DSJ in 2010 with 

a bronze, and 2011 with a gold badge. Since 2014, the DSJ is officially allowed to use the title “International Green 

Flag School”. The programme runs in 47 countries with the aim of raising a greater environmental awareness and 

responsible behaviour in the classroom, another award the DSJ can be very proud of!
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2009. 13 BECOMES 12. What is possible in Germany 

should also be possible in South Africa, right? Decreasing 

the school years at the DSJ from 13 years to 12 years. The 

Federal-States Committee for School Education Abroad 

(BLASchA) decided in 2003, to switch from the 13-year 

to the 12-year school system for the German schools in 

Southern Africa. With this, the committee follows an 

international trend, in which the learners in general finish 

their school education after 12 years. Within a short period, 

the German schools in Cape Town, Windhoek, Pretoria 

and Johannesburg agreed to develop a secondary school 

certificate that includes both the South African and the 

German university entrance qualifications. A combined 

school career with a single graduation, the “National 

Senior Certificate” (NSC) and the “German International 

Abitur” (DIA). In 2007, after a few years of careful 

planning and negotiating, the time has come. The first 

Kombi-Class at the German Schools Abroad in Southern 

Africa is introduced. In 2007, approximately 29 learners 

start the Kombi stream for the first time. They have got 

three years, starting from class 10 to 12, to prepare for 

their final exams. The graduates from 2009 end a 26-year 

old tradition at the DSJ, the 13th school year. At the same 

time, the exams for DIA also take place for the first time 

this year, a major step towards an education for today’s 

globalised world.
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Host Michael Antwerpes not only interviews the 

Kaizer Chiefs’ goalkeeper coach Rainer Dinkelacker, 

but tests the sporting knowledge of the two DSJ 

Board members Heidrun Weber and Daniel Mminele.

2009. CONFED CUP – A WARM-UP FOR 2010. Being part of it and not only remaining on the sidelines. The DSJ 

can claim this motto. After the broadcast of the opening game of the Confederation Cup, South Africa against Iraq, 

on 14 June 2009, the “ARD sports show” is broadcast live from the aula of the DSJ. “The auditorium feels like being in 

a real stadium. Of course, the learners, parents and teachers, young and elderly cheered for South Africa”, describes 

principal Dieter Jakob. The public viewing is followed by the broadcast of the sports show in which they showed a 

detailed report about the DSJ. 

142 
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2010. SONNENBRAND CRUISES THROUGH WHOLE OF SOUTH AFRICA – SA SOLAR CHALLENGE 2010. 

With burning enthusiasm a small group of interested learners from the DSJ is busy tinkering around on a solar car. The 

big goal: participation in the SA Solar Challenge. Worldwide many teams, mostly from universities, participate in this race 

and compete against each other in South Africa. The DSJ is particularly proud as it is the only South African school in this 

international event to enter the race. For this solar car race through South Africa, the learners build a 450kg solar car and 

name it “Sonnenbrand” and let it cruise throughout South Africa for 10 days. Although the construction of this solar vehicle 

calls for hard work and great efforts, it leads to some frustration now and then, but is all worth the effort in the end. The 

course of over 4000 km starts in Pretoria and leads to Bloemfontein, Cape Town, George, Grahamstown and Kokstad and 

finally back to Pretoria. Sonnenbrand completes this distance race with flying colours and lands with a maximum speed of 

74km/h on its way to third place. Of the four trophies won, certainly the most outstanding is the one for best team spirit. 

It's an incredible experience and gave the team the opportunity to learn a lot and at the same time to show the world what 

the DSJ is capable of: that renewable energies are the way going forward and that it is worth to think “green“. Sonnenbrand 

opens up the world of science and technology for the learners and at the same time throws a positive light on the DSJ. The 

DSJ learners are already busy preparing a new solar car in order to play a leading role in the next SA Solar Car Challenge.
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2010. “IT WAS A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME-EXPERIENCE“. 

DSJ Learner Ella Ramangwane about her acting in the movie SKIN.

NEED HIGHER RES 

IMAGE
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Julia Gaylard, 2a, 2010

Michelle Barboure, Kirsten Franzmann, Nicole Galbraith and Stephanie Schaffrath, 8a, 2010



SOCCER WORLD CUP 2010 – THE WORLD FOCUSES ON SOUTH AFRICA The World Cup in South Africa 

makes everybody’s heart leap for joy. With great pride and hospitality, the country welcomes the many visitors from 

all over the world. There is also a vibrant hustle and bustle of all cultures at the DSJ. No surprise – as they are already 

united in the large school community. During the joint public viewing, all games are followed with much attention 

– the aula is trembling every time there is a goal. And if the ball passed the goal then the learners encourage each 

other. A lot of beer is being enjoyed, the Glühwein keeps the body warm, and with lekker goulash soup, Fleischkäs’ 

and Brez’n the DSJ enjoys a lot of late nights with soccer. When the ARD and ZDF team party takes place, the night 

gets particularly long: South African artists exhibit their sculptures made from wood and stone, there are many 

warm boma fires burning, and the DSJ transforms into an African place of celebration and romance under the stars. 

The performance of the Parlotones, the Spit Braai and not to forget the great South African wines make sure that 

the atmosphere gets increasingly better by the hour. And despite the wintery temperatures, the people party until 

the early morning hours.
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DSJ learners of grade 9 and 10 create different designs for the ARD morning TV show bus that is cruising through South 

Africa during June and July for the time of the World Cup. The viewers of the ARD morning TV show choose the winning 

design. The DSJ artists and learners are there live while the ARD is broadcasting. Despite the freezing temperatures, it 

is a particularly exciting experience for the DSJ learners to be able to take a look behind the scenes of television. And 

not only for the learners, but also friends and relatives in summery Germany are delighted to see familiar faces on TV.
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2011. “EXZELLENTE DEUTSCHE AUSLANDSSCHULE” STATUS OBTAINED.

Is there a better advertisement for a school than the 

award “Exzellente Deutsche Auslandsschule”? A seal 

of quality that the school community can be very 

proud of and oh, they are. For a week, inspectors from 

Germany check the school very thoroughly. They attend 

classes in all subjects, inspect the classrooms, talk to all 

school committees and representatives of all employee 

groups. The so-called Federal-State inspectors are 

convinced and impressed by the high quality of the DSJ. 

The seal of quality, introduced by the Federal Office 

of Administration in Germany, serves as the quality 

assurance and stands for quality development for 

German Schools Abroad. An award for the outstanding 

work of all and an indicator that the DSJ is on the right 

track. Another positive reason for all learners, teachers, 

members of the Board and administration, and of course, 

the School Board to talk proudly about the DSJ and 

great for the school’s public image! 
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“Schools are dynamic 
institutions that use the 
changes in society and 
developments in the field 
of education in order to 
provide learners with the 
best opportunities for 
their own development.” 
Ingo Vogt, former learner, teacher, and deputy principal

“It's hard to believe that I have to say ‘Goodbye’ now 

after 43 years of my life here at the DSJ!” A part of 

me will always be with the DSJ. ... I started in 1958 in 

the old school in Hillbrow. ... My father, Kurt Kock was 

also closely connected with the school. Since 1950 he 

was on the School Board, served there for 24 years, 

13 years as chairman. He discovered the last piece 

of open and suitable land for a future new German 

school and bought it with a relatively small deposit. 

... I knew for sure back then that I wanted to become 

a PE teacher and I completed my pedagogical 

qualification here in Johannesburg. I applied at the 

DSJ and was employed right after my studies. Not 

only my two sons, but also my grandsons had and 

have the opportunity to go to this great school…” 

Elke Kaufholz, learner and former teacher at the DSJ
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Thomas Goertzen, 5d, 2012Jarryd Billings, 11c, 2004



“You learn so many things. You learn to interact  

and socialise with people from different cultures  

and backgrounds.“ 

“Mawufunda khona la uyakhona 
ukuthi uzihlanganise nabanye 
abantu, and ufunda izinto eziningi 
ngamanye amazwe angaphandle 
nokuthi...and.. ufunda nokuthi 
unga interacta kanjani nabantu 
abangafani nawe.“
Nontsikelelo Nkosi, Grade 11
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2011-2013. THE LEGACY – NELSON MANDELA AND 

THE DSJ. On the second last day of school, 5 December 

2013, the legend Nelson Mandela dies at the age of 95. 

He is one of the last of the “Golden” generation of South 

African freedom fighters, including Walter Sisulu, Oliver 

Tambo and Helen Joseph. “I would not say that Mandela 

is the man who can ignite the Thames with his speeches,” 

his friend Desmond Tutu once said about him. And yet, 

people are mesmerized by him. In isiXhosa there is a 

saying: Ndiwelimilambo enamagama – I have crossed 

many famous rivers. It means that you have travelled far 

and have gathered diverse experiences. Mandela crossed 

many rivers, but he especially recognises and utilises 

opportunities to educate himself further, take up new 

ideas and to have the courage to discard old mindsets. In 

the early 60s his role models were Fidel Castro and Che 

Guevara but the many years in prison make him come to 

the realisation that the criminal Apartheid system cannot 

be overcome by military means. It is certainly not the 

“armed resistance” that pushes the white regime against 

the wall and eventually convinces them into negotiations 

to chase away the last clouds of poison the apartheid to 

allow the transition of a majority government. Mandela is 

a legend with an exceptionally high degree of emotional 

intelligence. He realises that a peaceful change of the 

regime is only possible if he manages to convince the 

white population and their representatives that he is not 

a vengeful Duke of Monte Cristo, but a politician who the 

people can rely on. With his generosity and his belief 

in the power of reconciliation, he is the moral compass 

of South Africa. In all his actions he is never naïve. He 

knows the effect he has on people and uses it, not for his 

personal benefit, but for his politics of reconciliation and 

later for his numerous charitable actions. He is more of an 

identity-creating monarch than a practical administrator. 

He is the great symbol of unity in a country with great 

divides. But he is the common denominator to which 

everybody can agree, regardless of the skin colour. The 

ten days of national mourning evoke a lot of memories 

and make people think of what he has fought for. One 

last time Mandela brings people together. (Excerpts 

from Michael Schaaf's foreword/Yearbook 2013) The 

legacy of Madiba is, of course, also the topic in the DSJ 

classes and is being dealt with intensively. But beyond 

that, the connection to Nelson Mandela at the school is 

long-lasting.

© 2013 Zapiro – Reprinted with permission – For more Zapiro cartoons visit www.zapiro.com
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In 2011, while Nelson Mandela is treated at the neighbouring Milpark Hospital – his health condition can be described as 

very critical – the teachers and learners at the DSJ show their sympathy by various wishes of recovery: “Take a short 

walk to health, Madiba”. The grade 8c paint this slogan on a poster that they present personally in front of the hospital 

and the Regenbogen kids decorate the outer wall of the Swiss Centre that is situated opposite the side entrance of 

the Milpark Hospital with wonderful hand-painted rainbow images and the following words: “Get well, Madiba. Love, 

The Regenbogen-Kids.”



On 18 July 2013, the DSJ joins the rest of South Africa 

in celebrating Nelson Mandela's 95th birthday. It started 

off with a special assembly, from the Regenbogen-Kids 

to Matric, learners sang a special birthday song and 

commemorated him with a minute of silence. The children 

from the Regenbogen-Kids do not only light candles, 

but also draw a gigantic card for Madiba. This colourful 

card filled with congratulations and best wishes for his 

recovery is sent to Mandela's residence in Houghton. 

The children of the Grundschule honour South Africa’s 

hero by gathering on the playground to form the letter 

M for “Madiba”. Two grade 8s join the Prefects to spend 

67 minutes for Mandela Day by collecting litter around 

the school premises. Throughout the day the DSJ school 

community not only commemorates Madiba, but also 

South Africa's history and how far it has come since the 

beginning of democracy in 1994. The media reports from 

ARD radio as well as the Department for International 

Education of the Federal Office of Administration prove 

that this Mandela Day is a great success. In both reports, 

the effort of the DSJ in honour of Mandela Day are 

described as unforgettable.
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When Nelson Mandela bade his last farewell to this world 

on 5th December 2013, it was not only South Africa but 

the whole world which mourned this icon of humanity. The 

Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg honours 

Mandela with a moment of silence during an assembly 

the next morning. A former DSJ learner, Steve Strey, now 

living in Berlin, does not miss the opportunity to express 

his condolences in the book displayed at the South African 

Embassy in Berlin and to attend the Memorial Service at 

the Berliner Dom. Many feel like him: if this country and 

its people finally have captured you, a lasting bond is 

formed. Steve describes it like this:  “I felt like being back in 

South Africa when I entered the Embassy, despite the sad 

circumstances, people eradiated a type of  friendliness and 

warmth that you hardly ever experience in Berlin.”

Thank you Tata!



”If you talk to a man in a 
language he understands, 
that goes to his head.  
If you talk to him in  
his language, that goes  
to his heart.“
Nelson Mandela
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2012. CLIMBING AT THE DSJ. Climbing is a sport in 

which one learns to trust one’s climbing partner, and on 

the other hand take responsibility for the other person, 

to face difficult routes and not give up immediately, 

continuously start and try again to move on a bit further, to 

overcome one’s fear and have the courage and confidence 

‘to make it’. This sport is perfectly in line with the guiding 

principle of the school: To raise independent, responsible, 

determined and courageous young personalities. Since 

2009, the learners of the DSJ are climbing enthusiastically 

towards their goals. And since 2012, they can do it on their 

own school climbing wall.
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OUR VISION. The Deutsche Internationale Schule 
Johannesburg (DSJ) provides young people with the 
best preparation for the multi-dimensional demands 
in a globalised world.

OUR MISSION. We, the Deutsche Internationale 
Schule Johannesburg,
•  offer since 1890, co-educational classes on the 

highest educational level, which therefore, leads 
to excellent national, German and international 
qualifications (South African National Senior 
Certificate, German International Abitur, German 
Language Diploma)

•  are open to all – even non-German speakers – who 
are interested in the German culture and want to 
learn the German language

•  raise young people to become strong and 
confident personalities with independent and 
critical thinking skills as well as own and socially-
responsible actions/deeds

•  promote the professional skills and the holistic 
development of the personality of each learner

•  strengthen the intercultural skills of our learners, as 
an international school, through respect for their 
own culture and tolerance towards other cultures

“That is exactly what I wish on all learners 
of the Deutsche Internationale Schule 
Johannesburg: That they develop their 
talents, that they can develop their social 
skills and competences in addition to the 
studying for Maths and Physics. Those 
who want to be part of the world of the 
21st century do not just need technical 
but also social skills. They also need an 
understanding for the person next to them, 
for the social environment.” 
Dieter Haller, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in South Africa

“Graduates of the DSJ bring those intercultural 
competences with them of which the 

German universities can only benefit.” 
Dr. Andreas Hettiger, head of the DAAD Johannesburg
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2012. ASK ALICE. Not a new song but still a hit: The search program of the newly-opened Learning Centre in 2012. With 

Alice, the learners easily find their way through approximately 60,000 books, 28,000 textbooks and an additional 2,100 

audio books. Not only during break or after class, the Learning Centre attracts not only bookworms but also fans of the 

World Wide Web. With the visit of 65,000 learners in 2014, the Learning Centre is not only an attraction, but exceeds all 

expectations with great success. Every month, large data bundles are being used through the DSJ server’s fiber optic line. At 

the same time, an average 1,800 books are taken also out from the Learning Centre. That is definitely an indication that there 

are still a lot of bookworms out there. After Baden-Wuerttemberg had cancelled its project “Deutsches Haus” during the 

2010 World Cup, the Board and School Management developed the concept of   using a portion of the promised funds from 

Baden-Wuerttemberg to build a learning and media centre at the DSJ. The library should be extended and made brighter and 

the Internet Café expanded to a Computer Corner. At the same time, the educational support of learners should be ensured 

by additional staff, and the Learning Centre become an attraction where especially learners without the spatial and technical 

facilities at home can still work on their projects. In 2012, the old library, so far hidden behind dark walls, was transformed into 

a large and open-plan library, divided into areas for pre-primary, primary, and secondary schools as well as a relaxing reading 

area and a separate “Computer Corner” with 30 PCs and a study room for Grades 11 and 12.



“The opportunity that the 
DSJ offers is really great. 
We can study wherever we 
want to.” 
Aimee Neff, 10a
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2012

A new chapter 
– the English 
Medium High 
School 
Page 182-183

The 
Regentröpfchen 
arrive
Page 67

2014 20142012

The New 
Secondary School 
celebrates its 25th 
anniversary
Page 78-85

REGENBOGEN-KIDS

#125DSJ 
Page 186-189

2015

The Phoenix Centre: 
support and foster
Page 184-185

The New Secondary School 
serves as an important bridge 
between the different cultural 
traditions of South Africa and 
the German school culture.

DSJ 2012 - 2015
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With the split between the Kombi Stream and the NCS, 

the School Board realises in 2010 that the English-

speaking stream of the NSC must be strengthened. Only 

half to two-thirds of the learners opt for the South African 

National Senior Certificate (NSC). Since it is no longer 

financially viable to provide the wide range of electives, 

two options emerge: either the number of electives must 

be reduced or the number of learners in the NSC stream 

increased. As a consequence, the English Medium High 

School is developed. In 2011, the responsible teacher as 

well as the Deputy Principal of this DSJ project, Jan van 

Wyk, advertises and informs the principals of around 

50 primary schools within a radius of 15km around the 

DSJ of the EMHS. The brand new glossy brochures with 

lots of information about the DSJ and the EMHS, plus 

the invitations to the Open Day at the DSJ are met with 

curiosity and great interest amongst parents. Entrance 

exams, information events for interested parents and 

children as well as personal interviews lay the platform 

for the first 20 EMHS pioneers who are welcomed at the 

DSJ in January 2012. After a few days of introduction and 

‘Meet-and-greet’ sessions, this first group learners soon 

settle in nicely and gets familiar with the DSJ school life. 

In 2015, this class is in Grade 11 and is fully integrated 

into the school and enjoy speaking German. With four 

classes and the first matric class of 2016 approaching, 

the English Medium High School project has proven itself 

as very successful.

2012. A NEW CHAPTER – THE ENGLISH MEDIUM HIGH SCHOOL. “More English please” or in other words: the 

English Medium High School is born.

Back:   Zoë Nelson, Palesa Sibanyoni, Zainab Seedat, Dilyn Bagnall, Thato Finger, Khanyisile Ndaba,  

Nyasha Chidembo, Jason Shi

Middle:  Simeon Minev, Slade Morgan, Tiyani Shongwe, Ntsikilelo Mmoledi, Clive Benhura, Tinashe Maposa

Front:   Jan van Wyk, Tatenda Mutambara, Davide Graham, Makaziwe Kone, Khumo Sefolo, Monique Munnich,  

Munashe Kugarakuripi
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The same happens to a group of Preschool children 

who learn German on a mother-tongue level. Through 

active games, songs and language tasks, the children are 

given an understanding of the German language in the 

course “German is fun!” The focus is on the fun and the 

joint work in the group. With games and activities that 

are close to everyday life, the children learn vocabulary, 

sentence structure, and articles. Through repetition on 

a regular basis, the newly learned is consolidated and 

thus the children are already systematically furthered in 

acquiring the new language. The course teaches children 

to talk independently and to hold conversations. This is 

done with the entire group or working in pairs. In addition, 

the children are encouraged to ask each other questions, 

exchange ideas and discuss a topic with each other. 

THE PHOENIX CENTRE: SUPPORT AND FOSTER. 

Following the example of other German schools abroad 

such as Washington, Beijing or Cape Town, the School 

Board and School Management of the DSJ decided in 

2013 to build their own school support centre. It is a 

resource centre with wide offers in which the individuals 

is strengthened, supported and developed as a whole. 

The goal is to support everyone in the school community: 

Learners in pursuing a successful school career, teachers 

and employees in their professional life, and parents 

regarding parenting, parental issues, and conflict 

resolution. At the same time, it is important for the DSJ 

to bundle the various supporting possibilities with the 

different and already existing therapy programs outside 

school hours. In January 2014, the Phoenix Centre takes 

on its work and since then offers specific support for 

both weaker as well as gifted learners from Regenbogen-

Kids up to Matric. In these courses, learners can acquire 

skills that cannot be found in the curricula of individual 

subjects: therefore, social, methodological and technical 

abilities and skills of the learners are enhanced and 

additional offers for gifted learners are presented. 

Further special offers, such as analysis of individual 

strengths and weaknesses or the targeted intensive 

support and therapy add to the support framework of 

the Phoenix Centre.

Maths at 7 o’clock in the morning? And on top of that 

voluntarily? A group of highly motivated DSJ learners hang 

onto every word the Maths teacher of the Phoenix Centre,  

Mr. Reiner Fossati, speaks when they attend an extra 

morning class and talk about “Brutal Maths”. “With 

exciting topics and illustrative examples he makes me 

stimulate my brain cells at an early hour and actually 

question the official curriculum for Maths”, says one of 

the learners of the group, Christian Weber, grade 12a. He 

is glad that the Phoenix Centre offers the possibility to 

impart the world of Mathematics in a different manner. 
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66  366 learners
#125DSJ. 

The statistics provided are approximate figures collected 

from the school’s early years, previous reports and Yearbooks.

460  Abiturienten

2  741  matriculants

3  862 teachers  
919 of which are 
from Germany
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At the end of this commemorative book for the 125th 

anniversary of the DSJ, I was given the rewarding task to 

talk about how, in my opinion, the school will look in 125 

years. First of all, I ask myself if Pastor Kuschke had the 

slightest idea when he founded it, of how this school would 

have developed. I really doubt that. Especially since the 

socio-political and technological changes that influenced 

our school over the last 125 years had not been foreseen 

by anyone. If you only read the minutes of the parents’ 

meetings at the beginning of the eighties, when 

the DSJ invited the first non-white children to 

language classes, you get a rough idea of 

the change that the DSJ has experienced 

in this specific area alone. At about the 

same time, Bill Gates was mocked when 

he had the vision that one day there will 

be a PC on every desk. And today there is 

not only a computer on everybody’s desk, but 

we carry devices in our pockets with a processing 

power that people could not even imagine back then. 

These groundbreaking developments only happened in 

the last 30 years. Therefore, my honest answer is “no”, I 

cannot imagine what the DSJ will look like in 125 years. I 

would like to apologise to everybody who will read this 

comment in the year 2140 for my lack of imagination. But 

what challenges are waiting for us in the coming years? 

First, the technological progress in the field of studying 

will be, even faster than in the past. School and exercise 

books will be replaced by digital media and online or 

blended learning will be used more widely. On the other 

hand, globalisation and internationalisation in all areas of 

society will progress further. This will have an influence 

on the qualifications as well as the clientele of the DSJ. 

While the school is very proud of its international focus, 

the question of how German language and culture, as well 

as the unique nature of the DSJ can be strengthened and 

preserved in an increasingly multi-culturally influenced 

environment. However, I am convinced that the immense 

ability to adapt and transform, which the DSJ has proven 

to have so many times, will continue and will be the 

guarantor for the successful continued existence of this 

unique German school abroad.

Thomas Bachmeier, Principal



DSJ WELCOMES

1963 Freddy Quinn, singer, visits the Schulbasar 1969 Walter Scheel, former Federal President of Germany 1993 

Willi Fährmann, writer F. C. Delius, author; Roelf Meyer, South African politician 1994 Reiner Kunze, writer 1996 Jane 

Goodall, zoologist; Arnulf Zitelmann, author of books  for children and young people; Wolf Biermann, songwriter 1997  

Dr. Walter Sisulu, anti-apartheid fighter; Gudrun Pausenwang, writer; Heinz Klippert, educationalist 1998 Rudi Völler, Team 

boss of the Deutschen Fußball-Nationalmannschaft; Roman Herzog, former Federal President of Germany; Wolf Biermann, 

German poet and songwriter; Kemal Kurt, writer. 1999 Tanja Kinkel, author; Nina Rauprich, author of books for children 

and young people 2000 Graca Machel, wife of Nelson Mandela and humanitarian; Frederik Hetmann, writer and publisher 

for fairytale books 2001 Hennie Schmidt, former deputy principal, awarded with the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic 

of Germany; Renate Welsh, author of books for young people; Lutz van Dijk, author of books for young people 2002 

Dr. Don Mattera, South African author, Workshop Diversity and Togetherness; Harald Tondern, author of books  for young 

people; Ingrid Röbbelen, female educationalist in literature 2003 Uwe Timm, author 2004 Bartholomäus Grill, 

journalist 2007 Günther Oettinger, former Ministerpräsident of Baden-Württemberg; Anneliese Knoop-Graf, witness of 

the Hitler-resistance; Philipp Lahm and Piotr Trochowski, players of the German national soccer team; Mark Fish and Linda 

Buthelezi, players of the South African national soccer team 2010 Franziska van Almsick, German female swimmer; 

Matthias Eiles, writer; Michael Antwerpes, ARD Sportschau TV host; Felix Finkbeiner, developer of the children’s initiative 

“Plant-for-the-Planet” 2011 Bernhard Jaumann, writer and award winner for German crime novels 2012 Ulla Schmidt 

and Dagmar Freitag, members of the German Bundestag 2013 Thomas Rosenlöcher, poet and storyteller 2014 

Boris Pfeiffer, author of the book „Die ??? Kids“; Felicitas Hoppe, writer and award winner of the “Georg Büchner” prize.
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Chairmen of the School Committee 1895 – 1921 Alexander Eckart-
Beckmann • 1921 – 1923 Geo Küstner • 1923 – 1930 Leopold 
Loewenstein • 1930 – 1931 Johannes Gauf • 1931 – 1938 Dr. R.C.J. 
Meyer – 1938 – 1939 Dr. W. Beetz • 1939 P. Frank • 1939 – 1941 
C. Kirchhoff – 1941 – 1945 A. Heydorn • 1945 – 1950 Gustav 
Borcherding • 1950 – 1955 Emil Holdmann • 1955 – 1965 Kurt 
Kock • 1965 – 1969 Emil Holdmann • 1969 – 1971 Klaus Bubenezer 
• 1971 – 1974 Kurt Kock • 1974 – 1975 Karl-Heinz Kujawa • 1975 –  
1976 Clarus Schröder • 1976 – 1977 Heinz Lyncker • 1977 – 1980 
Erich Gerard • 1980 – 1985 Hermann Hennecke • 1985 – 1989 Fritz 
Borsuk • 1989 – 1990 Jürgen Meyer • 1991 – 1993 Eckehart Seidler 
• 1994 – 1995 Ulrich Schäckermann • 1996 – 1999 Leo Röhrig • 
2000 – 2001 Hans Endres 2002 Erich Witt • 2003 – 2007 Kay 
Schröder • 2008 – 2009 Dr. Ursel Barnes • 2010 Ralf Franke
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A musical evening without parents who 
provide or make costumes: unimaginable! 
A first day at school ceremony without parents 
who help set up the stage: unimaginable! 
Still up to today, our Primary School is 
characterised by open and vibrant parent 
evenings as well as many other things.  
That is what makes it so special and 
unique. Children, parents, staff and school 
management, teaching methods, school 
programs, vision and mission statements 
change – but what remains is the joy  
of teaching!”
Elisabeth Dedekind, deputy Primary School Principal

“I found it particularly moving how close 
parents work together with us teachers at 
the school. At all events, we experience 
so much support. This makes our school 
life so interesting and enriches our school 
community constantly. A Schulbasar without 
parents as ‘shift workers’: impossible!
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Chairmen of the Parent Council 1973 Georg Heinz Wippern •  
1974 –1975 Mr Mahncke • 1976 Mr Bier • 1977 – 1978 H. Ellerholz • 
1979 – 1981 Karin Lambardozzi • 1982 Dr. Brandani • 1983 – 1988  
H. Ellerholz • 1989 – 1990 Marion Harten • 1991 – 1992 Hans-
Joachim Kast • 1993 – 1995 Gabriele Ullmann • 1996 – 1997 Dr. 
Dietlieb Tillwick • 1998 – 2000 Reinoud Boers • 2001 – 2002 
Brigitte Wakabayashi 2003 – 2004 Klaus Johannsen • 
2005 – 2006 Brigitte Wakabayashi • 2007 – 2008 Hanne Nowak 
• 2009 – 2010 Heike Berthold-Pollock • 2011 Annette Holtmann



 199198 Long-serving staff members who have achieved 10 years of service or more between 1990 and 2014
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THANK YOU AUTHORS. Thomas Bachmeier, Jutta Barends, Ina Benner, Andrea Brey, Savo Ceprnich, Elisabeth 

Dedekind, Hanns Detleefs, Katja Fleck, Renate Giessen, Heinrich Hachmöller, Dimitra Hiestermann, Brigitte Helmrich, 

Pam Johannsen, Ulrike Karg, Elke Kaufholz, Ute Keck, Frauke Konrad, Ursula von Lüdinghausen, Ulli Neuhoff, Dr. Eimy 

Oswald, Dr. Gerhard Rosen, Dr. Michael Schaaf, Jobst Schulte-Brader, Mike Steneman, Gaby Ullmann, Irmgard Ulrich, Ute 

van Aswegen, Jan van Wyk, Ingo Vogt, Heidrun Weber, Susanne Winter
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