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Dear Parents and learners, colleagues and staff members of the DSJ, 

 

We are beginning the second term with quite a bang: Yes, we have made it into the 

second round of the Award for the best German Schools Abroad. Together with 

representatives of the German School Lima, our last competitor, we have been 

invited to attend the official awards ceremony which takes place from 7 to 9 June in 

Berlin when the final decision will be announced. A German TV crew (ARD) will visit 

us next week to film a short portrait of our school. Congratulations DSJ! 

Just before the Easter holidays I attended my very first sports Olympiad, and I was 

quite overwhelmed. I would like to once again take this opportunity to congratulate 

the Deutsche Schule Pretoria on their outstanding organisation of the event. I really appreciate the way we were 

all welcomed and hosted throughout our stay. A big thank you also goes to our athletes who did so well, their 

parents, fans and all teachers who participated in the games and the preparation thereof. This huge event 

would not have been possible without their efforts and ongoing commitment. Our athletes produced some 

really outstanding results and represented our school with pride and fierce determination.  Congratulations to 

our friends of the German School Cape Town for their well-deserved victory.  

We have mastered the first term 2016 and I hope that 

you all managed to recharge your batteries during the 

Easter holidays and start the second term refreshed 

and in high spirits. We look forward to three important 

events during this term:  Our AGM with the election of 

the new school board, our annual Schulbasar as well as 

the award ceremony for the Best German School 

Abroad just before the next school holidays. 

Last but not least I would like to introduce our latest 

member of staff: Our new Head of Administration, Ms 

Petra Houart, started with us at the beginning of this 

week and we are happy that she decided to join us. Ms 

Annette Holtmann will join our marketing team in mid-

April and I would like to welcome both of them to the 

DSJ family. I would also like to thank Ms Trummer for 

her dynamic and effective support during the transition 

phase in the marketing department. 

 

With Warm Regards 

Thomas Bachmeier (School Principal ) 

Assessment and  
Feedback on School 
Development 

 
From 12 to 15 April we will be hosting an 
important visitor: Ms Rühl, a representative of 
the “Zentralstelle für das Auslandsschulwesen 
(ZfA)”, will be staying with us to evaluate and 
give feedback on the progress of our school 
development. Every three years, the ZfA 
reassesses the bilateral agreement between the 
ZfA and DSJ governing the financial support 
from Germany and our commitment to 
continued school development. To this end, Ms 
Rühl will be visiting classes and have talks with 
all the representative bodies of our school. Not 
only will her findings have a direct impact on 
the review of our agreement, it is also an 
important requirement for the “Bund-Länder-
Inspektion II” in 2017 which will decide whether 
we will may continue to  carry the Seal of 
Quality for Academic Excellence.  

Jana Stölting (päd. Leiterin ) 
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Our new Head of  Administration 

As an „Altschüler“ and mother of 

two children who both attend the 

school, I started as the Head of 

Administration of the DSJ on the 

4th of April.  I studied medical 

technology and worked in the 

laboratories for 13 years. 21 years 

ago, I moved into the commercial 

sector where I worked as 

operations manager for various diagnostic companies 

such as Roche and Siemens in logistics, SCM, finance as 

well as sales and marketing. I am looking forward to 

taking on the upcoming challenges at the DSJ and am 

happy to be a part of the school community again.  

Kind Regards, Petra Houart  

 

 

      MBC MOVIE NIGHT 

   The Matric Ball Committee will be hosting a movie 

night out on the hockey field on 22 April Entrance fee 

will be R30 and all proceeds go to the MBC . Further 

details will follow shortly. 

DSJ YEAR BOOK 2015 

We still have a limited number of yearbooks available for distribution. Contact Ms Trummer 

(marketing@dsjmail.co.za) to request a further copy.  

MATHS OPLYMPIAD 

On the 9th of March, just under 100 DSJ learners 

from Grade 8 – 12 took part in the first round of 

the national Mathematics Olympiad. The top 

three learners of each mathematics class were 

nominated by the Mathematics Department to 

represent the school, while many other learners 

decided to take up the challenge of their own 

accord. We are very proud of how many 

learners participated this year and would like to 

congratulate the 35 learners who have made it 

through to the second round which will take 

place on 11 May. Good luck! 

WALK THE TALK 

Team DSJ will do it again! We are calling on all 

couch potatoes and ambitious athletes to join 

the experience. Registrations for the various 

distances will open mid-April and have to be 

completed by 10 May. The first 100 entrants will 

receive a free DSJ T-shirt. Watch this space for 

further details.  

FROM OUR ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Read-A-thon 2016  

Our 2016 Rea-A-Thon will take place on Friday, the 
15th of April. Please get those sponsorship forms 
filled and return to your English teacher asap. 
Remember that all funds raised will be used to buy 
new library books. So please do not be shy! 
Donations are welcome! 

Literature Week 11-15 April 

The Traveling Bookshop will be in the Foyee from 
Tuesday to Thursday. 

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”  

There are still tickets available for the 3rd of June. 
Tickets are R250 each. Join the DSJ community for an 
evening of great theatre.  

mailto:marketing@dsjmail.co.za
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WATERPOLO 
 
Waterpolo was reintroduced at the DSJ at the end of 
2015 at the behest of the Altschüler. Our first training 
session consisted of 7 players, 5 of which had never 
seen a waterpolo ball before. The numbers have 
steadily increased and we have now have an average of 

30 swimmers in the pool during 
our bi-weekly training sessions. We 
have competed in the Gauteng 
club league have been winning a 
few games and coming close in 
many others. With the start of the 
next season in September we hope 

to enter three teams in the school leagues, namely an 
U14, U15 and U19 team. Our biggest challenge at 
present is to get more girls down, so that we can enter 
a dedicated ladies side as well.  Till then, Coach Rob 
Vorsters  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TENNIS 

Our tennis team has been equally successful over the 

past couple of months. Our mixed doubles equipe 

consists of 6 players (3 girls and 3 boys) and 

participated in the Gauteng Mixed Double School 

League in the last term. They managed to win every 

single one of their games. The players are now looking 

forward to yet another successful term with heaps of 

convincing wins. Let’s all hold thumbs for them.  

Have your children signed up for any extra-murals yet? There is a vast number of activities to choose from: 

arts and culture, sports or social responsibility groups — we have it all.  Most of the classes are held in the 

afternoons (14h30—16h00), some in the early morning. For a complete list, please visit our website.  

Here is the latest news of some of our sports groups. 

BASKETBALL 
 
From 18 to 20 March, our U19 boys basketball 

team once again demonstrated their exceptional 

skills during the International School of South Afri-

ca U19 Basketball Festival in Mafikeng. 30 teams 

fought for the crown and our team secured a very 

respectable third place. The tournament brought 

to end what proved to be a successful school 

league season for both our boys and girls teams 

who won nearly all their matches. Unfortunately, 

our teams missed the league play-off rounds this 

year because of our Olympiad participation. Con-

gratulations to both teams! 
Our Mixed Doubles 

SOCCER 
 
Winter season means soccer season. Our var-

ious DSJ-SC teams will play in two different 

leagues this winter: our U9, U10, U11, U13 

and U17 teams will compete in club league 

games whilst our U9, U10, U11, U12 and U14 

teams will also play school league games. 

Good luck to all players and coaches; may 

you have a successful season! 
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Enjoy the long weekend from 27 April (Freedom Day) until Monday, the 2nd of May 2016.  
We look forward to seeing you back in good spirits and well rested on Tuesday, the 3rd of May 2016. 

DATES TO DIARISE IN APRIL 2016  (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

Monday 11 April   ARD filming of school video for German School Award – 
day 1 

  Literature Week – day 1 

Tuesday 12 April   ARD filming – day 2 

  Literature Week – day 2 (day 1 of travelling bookshop) 

  ZfA assessment – day 1 

15h00 – 18h00 Quiz Night – Juniors (Grades 5—8) 

18h30 – 21h00 Quiz Night – Seniors (Grades 9—12) 

18h00 Opening of Mandela Arts Project (Soweto) 

Wednesday 13 April   Literature Week – day 3 (day 2 of travelling bookshop) 

 ZfA assessment – day 2 

Thursday 14 April   Literature Week – day 4 (final day of travelling bookshop) 

  ZfA assessment – day 3 

19h00 Basar Committee Meeting  Regenbogenkids 

Friday 15 April   Literature Week – day 5 

  ZfA assessment – day 4 

15h00 – 21h00 Read-A-Thon 

Friday 22 April Evening MBC Movie Night on the hockey field 

Monday 25 April  Grade 12 excursion to Raizcorp (tbc) 


