Dear parents, learners, teachers and employees,

February has been an exciting and busy month for us. The most exciting event was
undoubtedly our nomination for the Deutscher Schulpreis der Deutschen
Auslandsschulen (German School Award for German Schools Abroad). On the evening
of the 28th of January I received a phone call from the Robert-Bosch-Stiftung, advising
me that the application handed in by us in December had been successful and that we
were amongst the three schools shortlisted for this prestigious award. Our two
competitors are the German School Malaga (Spain) and Lima (Peru). The Deutscher Schulpreis was launched by
the Robert Bosch Stiftung and the Heidehof Stiftung in 2006 and is arguably the most renowned school award in
Germany, supported by the support of the public broadcasting network ARD and the German weekly Stern.
2016 saw the introduction of a special award for German Schools Abroad and we decided to participate in the
competition. When the phone call came that we had indeed been successful with our application, we only had a
weekend to prepare for the visit of the high calibre jury which was to fly in from Germany on the following
Monday. Between all of this we also hosted the Council for Quality Assurance with its in-depth and
comprehensive UMALUSI inspection, aiming at assessing quality standards at private schools.
I am more than confident that once again the dedicated and committed cooperation between our learners,
parents, the school board, colleagues, members of the administration and school management impressed not
only the ladies and gentlemen from UMALUSI on Friday but equally so the jury members of the “Deutscher
Schulpreis” who visited us from Monday to Wednesday in the following week. We now anxiously await the
jury’s decision in mid-March and hold thumbs that we will be one of the two schools invited to the award
ceremony in Berlin in June.
Irrespective of all excitement around the Deutscher Schulpreis, I would like to also mention all the other
activities and events successfully hosted by our school in February: We celebrated Fasching in style, danced the
night away during the Valentines Ball, hosted a security audit from NOSA, various parents evenings, and class
trips as well a successful Schwimmfest . A big thank you to everyone who made these events possible.
March will keep us equally busy with our Open Day on 5 March
as well as the all anticipated Olympiade in Pretoria. Please
join us on both occasions—we look forward to welcoming
you!
With warm regards
Thomas Bachmeier (School Principal)

Are your stats up to date?
Have you recently changed your address, email
address, telephone number or marital status? Please
help us to keep our records up to date and contact
Jutta Barends (barendsj@dsjmail.co.za) and Anja
Venter (ventera@dsjmail.co.za) with your updates.
Payment confirmations in respect of school fees, class
trips, photographs or other activities may me
addressed to Gayle Wilcox : wilcoxg@dsjmail.co.za
@DSJ_School

New school registrations
2017— Please hurry!

for

We would like to urge all friends and families
to ensure that new registrations for 2017 are
received by us BEFORE our Open Day on 5
March 2016. We are expecting quite an influx
of new registrations after this day and can
only recommend that you contact us
beforehand: Jutta Barends (barendsj@
dsjmail.co.za) or Anja Venter (ventera@
dsjmail.co.za) .
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An eventful and busy start to the academic year 2016!

All alternations to the new therapy room have been finalized
and our occupational and speech and language therapist have
Ms Giessen-Hood
already settled in very nicely with all their fantastic special
in action with one
equipment. The new room is located between the
of the Grade 1
classes
Kindergarten and the small gate to the parking lot, allowing
easy and quick access for our Regenbogen kids. Just like in the
past years, Ms Christiane Köstlin is in charge of occupational
therapy whilst we may welcome back Ms Martina Hess to the
To this end the Phoenix Centre also invited the parents of our
team. Ms Hess has taken over the speech and language
current Grade 1 to an informative meeting during which Ms
assessments and therapies.
Giessen-Hood was able to give some useful ideas and tricks on
how to implement the techniques at home and how to
support the development of concentration ability.
Ms Hess and
Ms Köstlin in
our new
therapy rooms

Last but not least we also offered a Career Assessments to all
Grade 12 learners. Ms Froschauer assessed all interested
learners on a Saturday in January and one in February. The
assessments were followed by an individual feedback meeting
with Ms Froschauer. The next edition of our Cup of Concrete
will report on what the Grade 12 learners had to say about
Our Grade 1 learners Career Assessment.
are guided and supported once a week by Ms Giessen-Hood Warm Regards, Katja Fleck
with the aim to strengthen their concentration ability as well
as to learn some useful techniques for their school work.

SCIFEST 2016
Dear Parents,
Regretfully I have had to cancel Scifest this year. The
response was very disappointing. Unfortunately the
cost, which was probably the most significant
contributory factor, could not be reduced below
R3500. We will offer the trip again next year but there
needs to be at least 20 participants for the school to
justify the absence of 2 teachers for a week.
Regards, Deryck Armour

Our Kindergarden is looking for a new
assistent
Do you speak German and enjoy working with
children? Can you see yourself as being part of our
vibrant team of teachers in the kindergarden? If the
answer is yes, please contact Ms Helmrich who would
love to tell you more about the vacancy.

To live a creative life, we must lose our fear of being wrong!
(Joseph C. Pearce)

@DSJ_School
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Holiday Care during the Easter Holidays
Plants grow in

“Our Garden”,
creepy crawlies abound and birds nest in the trees. We want to discover our
environment and create, play and talk about this theme, of course, all in
German! In the first week we will make a greenhouse from a recycled milk
bottle, in the second week we make a bird feeder from an empty coke bottle. We
will also have a picnic and lots of games with extra support and focus on the
German language. We look forward to welcoming lots of participants!
Registrations can be handed in before the 11th March 2016 with Frau Radusin at
Reception. For logistical reasons late enrolments cannot be accommodated.

Open Day
What are you doing on the 5th of March? Well, we know what
your children will be doing — they will be going to school!
Why not join them? We are celebrating our Open day and
“open” our doors to all friends of the school and those who
are anxious to join our community. It is a compulsory school
day for all our learners and the timetable applicable is the one
for Monday, 7 March. Kindly bear in mind that there will be no
extra murals or aftercare on the day.

Sport Olympiade between the
German Schools of Southern Africa —
On your marks, get set …

The last preparations are in full swing, the last training
sessions are being mastered and our team is in high spirits.
This year‘s Sport Olympiad will be hosted by our friends at the
Deutsche Schule Pretoria and once again we will meet our
„opponents“ from the German schools of Hermannsburg,
We invite all of you to make use of this marvellous Cape Town and Windhoek. Between the 11th and 16th of
opportunity to visit us and get to know our school from inside March our athletes will compete in three different age groups
out. Our doors are open not only to interested new candidates (grades 5—7, 8—10 and 11 & 12). Stiff competition, gruelling
matches and five days of excellent sportsmanship in
but also friends and family of our learners.
swimming, athletics and ballgames will produce an Olympic
There will be no school on Monday, 7 March 2016!
Champion.

A big THANK YOU from our Sports
Department !
The swimming season is nearing its end and our
coaches, teachers and swimmers would like to
thank the DSJ swimming fraternity for its support
during all the recent school galas. To the
swimmers: well done for trying your best. To the
supporting parents: You were awesome! We could
not have done this without you!

@DSJ_School

Our team is well prepared and they are ready to bring the
trophy back home. Please support the team in spirit and
person. The swimming championships will take place on
Saturday, 12 March, from 08h00 at the Hillcrest Swimming
Pool in Pretoria. Spectators will be treated to some actionpacked tennis matches at the premises of the Deutsche Schule
Pretoria in the afternoon, followed by the first athletics meets
on Sunday morning (also at DSP). Please refer to our website
for the full Olympiade programme. Bring your family and
friends, pack a picnic and enjoy. We are holding thumbs for
the team!
The Sports Department would like to thank all sponsors of our
team : Bayer AG (family Eckstein), Mc Cullagh & Bothwell (L.
Fossati), Uber Idea (family Jäger), our Parents Representative
Council as well as the families Dresel, Frey, Kanwischer, Mellor
and Welke. Thank you very much. Thanks to your support our
athletes are well kitted for the games!
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PREFECTS CORNER :
LEND A HELPING HAND!
Once again, our prefects show heart and reach out to those
in need. We are appealing to the school community to
support the prefects in their current fundraising activities:

Bread Tag and Bottle Top Collection
The Prefects Team is doing a bread tag and bottle top collection in
honour of turning our everyday rubbish into something that can
change a person’s life. Together with The Sweethearts Foundation we aim to
raise 15kg of bread tags and/or 150kg of bottle tops in order to fund
a wheelchair for a child in need.
What can YOU do to help? Send your child to school with as many
bread tags and bottle tops as possible.
Deadline? None, this project turns our rubbish into a wheelchair.
We hope for this to become a standard prefect programme for the
years to come.
Where? The big plastic container in the Tuck-Shop

Food Drive

The Guild Cottage and the Children of Fire are two incredible
organisations within our direct community. They give children a
second chance at life, and they need our help. This is why the
Prefects’ Team had decided to get involved; we are collecting nonperishable foods in order to make a small but significant difference.
We ask that each class fulfils their designated shopping list as we
have strategically thought out the quantities of the items we donate.
Excess donations, however, are more than welcome.
What can YOU do to help? Donate. Donate. Donate.
Water Collection
Due date: 18 March 2016 (end of term)
As you are aware, South Africa is currently under severe drought, Where? Reception
one of the worst in decades. Many people in provinces such as the
North West and Mpumalanga are suffering due to water shortages
and so the Prefects Team has decided to involve the school and
lend a helping hand. Alongside LeadSA and many other schools in
CANOEING
Johannesburg, we have decided to collect litres of drinking water
The response to the Canoeing AG on Monday
which will be dropped off at needy communities at a later stage.
afternoons has been very poor this year and I have
What can YOU do to help? Donate as many bottles of water as
decided to open up the activity to the primary school
possible.
pupils as well. If there are any pupils between the
Due date: 18 March 2016 (end of term)
Where? Reception
ages of 8 and 18 who wish to paddle every Monday
afternoon after school until 16H00, they should meet
at the Sprinter with a change of clothes, towel and
shoes that can get wet. The cost of about R350,00
includes membership to Dabulamanzi Canoe Club
Registration of guest students at DSJ
and the use of boats, paddles, life-jackets and change
rooms. You will then be able to make use of these
We enjoy having guest. For various logistical reasons we
facilities any day of the week and weekends for the
would like to ask you to kindly register any guest student
with Jutta Barends at least two days prior to their visit.
year.
Jutta can be contacted at barendsj@dsjmail.co.za. Thank
you for your support.

@DSJ_School
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DATES TO DIARISE IN MARCH 2016 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
Civvies Day
Thursday

3 March

Friday

4 March

Saturday

5 March

Monday

7 March

Tuesday

8 March

Wednesday

10h00 – 14h00

Inter-High Gala (@Ellis Park)

15h00 – 16h00

Basketball: Greenside vs. DSJ boys & girls @DSJ
Open Day

13H00

Training Olympiad Team
No School

15h00 – 16h00

Basketball: Norkem vs. DSJ boys & girls @ Norkem

15h00 – 20h00

Swimming: Prestige Gala (@Ellis Park—by invitation)

9 March

09h30 – 10h50

First Round SA Mathematics Olympiad, Grades 8—12

Thursday

10 March

13h00

Assembly : Farewell to our Olympiad Team

Friday

11 March

19h00

Opening Ceremony School Olympiad in Pretoria

Saturday

12 March

10h00

Easter Fun Run Regenbogen-Kids

Sunday

13 March

School Olympiad Pretoria : Swimming & Tennis
School Olympiad Pretoria : Athletics
School Olympiad Pretoria : Athletics & Ball Games

Monday

14 March

Tuesday

15 March

Thursday

17 March

16h00

Parents Evening Grade 5 (on subject matters of German,
English and Mathematics)
School Olympiad Pretoria : Ball Games &
Closing Ceremony

07h50 – 14h30

Kangaroo Maths Competition
Last Day of School

Friday

18 March

08h30

Primary School Assembly

10h00 – 12h00

Secondary School Assembly

Our last day of school before the Easter Holidays is Friday, 18 March 2016. Busses will leave at about 12h15.
We will see you back on Monday, 4 April 2016, for the new term, starting with the A-week timetable.
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