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Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg History Grade 10 NSC

- Six 80 minute lessons per week
- In Grade 10 the History mark is comprised of Oral Work (Class Work, Projects and 

Assignments) 40% and Written work (2 or 3 tests per half year) 60% 

1. Term
Topic: The world around 1600

- Great Zimbabwe
- Songhay: an African Empire in the 15th and 16th centuries
- The Empire under Sunni Ali: government and society

Travel and trade at the height of the Empire’s power 
Learning and culture
Fall of the Empire

- European societies:
Feudal societies 
Art, science and technology – the Renaissance
Changes in feudalism – emerging middle classes

- Ottoman Empire
Government and society
Trade
Technology
Collapse of the empire

- India (Mughal) 1526-1858
Government and society
Trade
Technology
Architecture in the 16th and 17th centuries – the Taj Mahal
Britain and the end of the empire

- China: a world power in the 14th and 15th centuries
The Ming Dynasty
Government and society
Travel and trade – ship building, navigation (compass), Chinese mariners 
mapping the world, trade and influence along the Asian sea routes, treasure 
fleet expeditions of Zheng He from 1405 to 1433
Scientific and cultural achievements of the Ming dynasty
China looks inwards after 1433

2. Term
Topic: European expansion and conquest during the 15th to 18th centuries

- Reasons why European expansion was possible
- The processes of conquest and colonialism
- Case studies:

America – Aztecs and Incas and Spanish conquest
Africa – how colonialism led to the practice of slavery, the impact of slave 
trading on societies
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3. Term
Topic: The foundation of modern democracies

- Concept of freedom and democracy
- American revolts against Britain
- French Revolution:

France in 1789 – what is a revolution? Conditions in France
New ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity in the context of the late 18th

century
Significant events during the Revolution
Role of ordinary people in the Revolution
Opposition to the revolutionaries in France
Legacy of the French Revolution in the 19th century and today

4. Term
Topic: Heritage

- What is heritage?
- Heritage sites and historical names in South Africa
- The controversy around heritage in South Africa 


