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In Grade 8 learners will be expected to expand on their understanding of History. The time period 
focused on will be the late 19th Century to the early 20th Century. Both European as well as South 

African history during this period will be explored. Independent, critical thinking and analytical skills 
will be emphasised. 

1. Colonialism

The reasons for the onset of the colonial era will be explored (notions of nationalism, power 
relations). How Europeans went about colonising the rest of the world will be studied as well as the 
short and long term consequences of colonialism in Africa and Asia. This will include the First World 

War. 

2. Gold and Diamond Discovery in South Africa

This represented a great shift in South African society and the history of the country is very much 
based on the event following the discovery of gold and diamonds – from the Anglo Boer War (The 
South African War), to the 1913 Land Act, the introduction of Apartheid and its eventual collapse. 

1.
Colonialism
Definition/ which countries were the colonisers and
who colonised. Why? What were the justifications?

Africa/ China/ South America/ USA: similarities 
differences: Brief overview. 

The Carving up of Africa – Berlin Conference

The Belgian Congo – prime example colonialism at its 
worst- Leopold the II 
Case study African countries close look at Belgian 
Congo, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Angola = both colonies/ 
how were they similar how were they exploited (to 
what extent)/ differences in how the two colonies 
were governed by their European colonisers. 
Belgian Congo – unique? 

South African Colonial History – Dutch settlers, British 
colonialists, Voortrekkers, establishment of two Boer 
Provinces alongside the two British colonies.

Impact of colonialism on Africa/ African Kingdoms
(detailed). 
Impact of colonialism on European countries
(detailed). 

Colonialism and nationalism Europe :consequences 
- World War I

The learner will be able to use enquiry skills to 
investigate the past and the present:

- Finding sources
- Working with sources – asking questions, 

finding information; organising, synthesising 
and analysing information

- Writing a piece of history (i.e. answering 
questions)

- Communicating historical knowledge and 
understanding

The learner will be able to demonstrate historical 
knowledge and understanding

- Chronology and time
- Cause and effect
- Similarity and difference

The learner will be able to interpret aspects of 
history

- Interpretation based on historical sources
- Understanding that there are issues which 

influence interpretation
- Interpretation public representation of the 

past, archaeology and memory. 
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World One
Introduction: causes of WWI (linked to colonialism, 
nationalism)

World War I – When? Why? How? Where? 

2.
Gold and Diamond discoveries: South Africa
Introduction to Industrialisation in SA – what brought 
it on (mineral discoveries) and its immediate 
consequences (influx of people to mining centres, 
rapid urban expansion, shortage of labour, British 
interest in Boer provinces, working conditions, 
questions around land ownership etc)

Beginning of mining centres – city developments: 
Johannesburg. Impact on those living in area. 

Intro Boer Wars
- Boer Wars – in depth look: how they were 

fought/ who fought/ why they started/ 
impact it had on everyone/ Conclusion and 
Resolution of Wars. Union. 

Introduction of the Land Act. What were the 
implications – esp. in the long term?! Why was it 
introduced?

Further consequences of the rapid industrial 
expansion in South Africa.


