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In Grade 7 learners will be expected to expand on their understanding of History. The topics will focus 
on the theme of ‘Revolution’ and therefore the concepts of revolution, change and shifts in power 
relation will studied. The French Revolution, the background and aftermath including the rise of 

Napoleon will be studies in great detail. Other revolutions studies will include the American 
Revolution (War of Independence), the Industrial Revolution as well as the shifting power relations in 

South Africa will be considered. 

1. The French Revolution

The learners will be introduced to the concept ‘Revolution’. They will look at the long term and short 
term causes of the French Revolution. Learners will be exposed to various subject specific 

vocabulary, which they will have to be able to use when answering questions orally as well as in 
writing format. They will study the events of the French Revolution as well as its aftermath especially 

the rise of Napoleon in terms of shifting power relations. They will be exposed to various primary 
sources and will be expected to expand on their interpretive skills.

The focus will be placed on shifting power relations in France.  The life and rise to power will be 
analysed especially the willingness of the French people to initially embrace him as their new 

autocratic ruler after ten years of fighting for a democracy. 

2. The American Revolution (The War of Independence)

The learners will be given a brief overview on the growth of the British colonies on the North 
American Continent. The resistance to British control will be the main focus and learners will need to 
engage with questions including why they relationship changed, why they were willing to go to war 

against a superior military force and how the advent of an independent America allowed for the 
introduction of the first true modern democracy which still exists today.

3. The Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution in Britain will be brought into focus. What changes did the Industrial 
Revolution bring about in Britain as well as the rest of the World?

4. Shifting Power Relations in South Africa

The focus here will be a consideration of how different power bases have influenced and changed 
the political and social basis of South African Society. 

1.
The French Revolution
Concept of Revolution introduced:

- What is a Revolution?

Key Concepts include :
- Absolutism
- Autocracy

The learner will be able to use enquiry skills to 
investigate the past and the present:

- Finding sources
- Working with sources – asking questions, 

finding information; organising, synthesising 
and analysing information

- Writing a piece of history (i.e. answering 
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- Monarchy
- Clergy
- Peasant
- Bourgeoisie
- Democracy

Absolutism vs. democracy – who rules. Look at 
examples of countries who were ruled ‘absolutely’ 
esp. In Europe (England/ France).

Timeline general what occurred Development in 
France – in depth look at Louis the XIV his wife Marie 
Antoinette and his court: Opulence i.e. Versailles 
what/ how created absolute state/ war central/ 
influence on other European states 

Long term and short term causes leading up to the 
French Revolution.

Development of class system in France: 
- Who belonged to which group?
- Possibility of mobility/?
- Discontent

Hygiene during the period- luxury/ opulence vs. 
cleanliness/ major disease i.e. plague

The Storming of the Bastille: The event that sparked 
the Revolution and how this led to ten years of 
bloodshed, unrest, and eventual overthrow of the 
government with yet another autocratic ruler

2.
The American Revolution

Brief overview of the 13 American colonies, the daily 
life and British influence and governance over these.

Causes leading up to the War of Independence: 
- Townsend Act
- Stamp Act
- Franco-Indian Wars
- Boston Tea Party
- Etc.

Brief overview of the conflict

Consequences of the Conflict – short and long term. 

3.
The Industrial Revolution
Changing Worlds – Industrialisation in Britain

- Changing technology, agriculture, trade
- Exploitation and the new worlds of work, 

trade unionism
- The growth of urban area
- Social problems and political rights

questions)
- Communicating historical knowledge and 

understanding

The learner will be able to demonstrate historical 
knowledge and understanding

- Chronology and time
- Cause and effect
- Similarity and difference

The learner will be able to interpret aspects of 
history

- Interpretation based on historical sources
- Understanding that there are issues which 

influence interpretation
- Interpretation public representation of the 

past, archaeology and memory. 
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Social changes rather than a political/ leadership 
change. 

Shift in power relations


