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In Grade 6 learners will be exposed to the Subject of History for the first time. The focus will initially 
be placed on the understanding and the concept of History. The following themes will focus on the 
changing face of Africa from the Great Empires to European expansion and initial contact with the 

African continent and ending of with the slave trade. 

1. Understanding History

The learners will be introduced to the idea of what the subject ‘History’ entails. They will be 
introduced to the concept of the meaning of history firstly in terms of their personal history and 
then history in general. Learners will be introduced to historical evidence and how this is used in 

both the understanding and conceptualising History.

2. African Kingdoms

The learners will initially be introduced to the concept of the World in the period of the reigning 
African Kingdoms of Great Zimbabwe, Benin, Songhay, Mapungubwe and the Zulu. They will be 
expected to show an understanding of how the world differed from today – how Africa and the 

societies differed. During this section learners will be able to demonstrate the interpretational skills 
they have learnt in Term I. 

3. European Expansionism – The Age of Exploration

The focus here will be placed initially on the shift in thinking of European visionaries which lead to 
the Age of Exploration, where Europeans took advantage of new tools such as the campus and ideas 
such as the possibility of the world being round and sought to explore and through the exploration 
sought wealth and power. Focus will be placed on the various explorers those who came in contact 

with Africa but also those who opened up a passage to the New World. A brief overview on the 
Ancient Trade Routes will be given. The learners will be expected to expand on their interpretational 

skills. 

4. The Slave Trade

The learners will be given a brief overview on the shift from a general trade in goods between 
European countries and African Kingdoms to the trade in humans. European dependence on raw 

materials produced in the Americas, African chiefs’ dependence on produced goods especially 
weapons from Europe and the Americas dependence on workers/ slaves to work on their 

plantations. The learners will study the Triangular trade and its impact on Africa as well as Europe 
and the Americas. The lives of slaves in the Americas especially in North America will be explored. 

1.
What is History?
The concept will be introduced in a general class 
discussion to gage the learners understanding of 
History. 

- What is History?

The learner will be able to use enquiry skills to 
investigate the past and the present:

- Finding sources
- Working with sources – asking questions, 

finding information; organising, synthesising 
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- What is considered to be historical?
- Who decides/d what is historical? 
- Who decides/d what we remember today as 

being historically significant.  
- What significance does History play today? –

Why is it still important?
Learners will be expected to explain using either 
personal examples or examples from historical 
events. 

Historical Evidence

What methods can be used in documenting, learning 
and understanding History?
Focus will be placed on understanding Oral, Visual, 
Archaeological and Written evidence. 

- How do they differentiate
- How are they problematic

Documentation of History
- How is History documented and 

understood?
- They learners will be exposed to a various 

means of how History is documented and 
read: Photographs, Paintings, Etchings, 
Cartoons, Propaganda Posters, Diary Entries, 
Newspapers, Text Book Extracts, Speeches,
Timelines, Maps, etc.

Differentiations between Primary and Secondary 
Sources

- Learners will be expected to be able to 
differentiate between a primary and a 
secondary source.

- When and why are they used/ useful.

2.
African Kingdoms
The concept of what makes a Kingdom will be 
introduced. Need for a strong leader/ centralised 
leadership, social structures, wealth, military 
strength, trade, etc. 

Great Zimbabwe: Emphasis on the fact that there is 
only archaeological evidence remains and that most 
of its history is based on remains of buildings and 
artefacts. 

- Background information on the Kingdom of 
Great Zimbabwe – how it was able to grow in 
strength.

- What made Great Zimbabwe ‘Great’?
- Role of the King, Social structures and how 

this was reflected the remaining structures 
at the archaeological site

- Trade
- The eventual collapse

and analysing information
- Writing a piece of history (i.e. answering 

questions)
- Communicating historical knowledge and 

understanding

The learner will be able to demonstrate historical 
knowledge and understanding

- Chronology and time
- Cause and effect
- Similarity and difference

The learner will be able to interpret aspects of 
history

- Interpretation based on historical sources
- Understanding that there are issues which 

influence interpretation
- Interpretation public representation of the 

past, archaeology and memory. 



Deutsche Internationale Schule Johannesburg                                                                                  History Grade 6

January 2012

The Benin Kingdom: There will be detailed placed on 
the study of the Benin Kingdom as there is more 
evidence for the learners to explore and here the 
possibility exists to draw comparisons between Benin 
and European Kingdoms existing at the same time. 

- Background information on how Benin came 
to be such a powerful Kingdom. 

- The role of the Oba and how he and the 
status given to him helped maintain the 
longevity of the Kingdom. 

- The clearly defined hierarchical social system 
which helped maintain the balance of power.

- The ability of Benin to expand and 
incorporate outlying societies and thereby 
expanding their trading powers. 

- How the Benin Kingdom came in contact 
with European traders.

- The destruction of Benin

Mapungubwe/ The Zulu Kingdom/ The Songhay 
Empire: These will be considered optional Kingdoms 
to be explored in terms of the skills the learners have 
acquired during the first term.

3.
The Age of Exploration and European Expansionism
What led to the Age of Exploration: Shift in thinking in 
Europe (Renaissance Period), Inventions that made it 
possible for further sea voyages to take place, the pull 
of the East (Spice Trade with India). 

Explorers: 

Brief overview on early explorers including: 
- Marco Polo
- Magellan
- Vasco da Gama
- Bartholomew Diaz 

Roots mapped up by these explorers and how they 
opened up to world for future exploration. 

Christopher Columbus
- His early life
- Seeking funding for the new westward route 

to the East
- His discovery of the Americas 
- His successes and failures

What did the explorations and discoveries by the 
various travellers mean in an historical context? 
How did this change the World?
What was the impact on the African Kingdoms and 
the continent as a whole?
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4.
The Slave Trade

Introduction will firstly focus on what does it mean to 
be a slave – What is a slave? General class discussion. 

Changing relationship between European traders and 
the African Kingdoms

- Increasing dependence on raw goods in 
Europe i.e. cotton, sugar, tabbacco

- African dependence on produced materials 
i.e. weapons

- American dependence on cheap manual 
labour

The Triangular Trade and its impact and the 
‘participating’ countries, nations, societies. 

- The Middle Passage

The life of a slave in the Americas: focus on the 
United States of America

- Slave Auctions
- Living Conditions of the Slaves: food, 

clothing, housing
- Working Conditions

The impact of the slave trade on African Societies. 


