
Geography Subject Policy

What is Geography?

According to the DOE Caps Documenton Geography P. 8

Geography at the Deutsche Internationalre Schule zu Johannesburg

At the DSJ the Geography Department has undertaken to support this definition and include
it across the board in its teaching and evaluation processes.

At the DSJ the subject of Geography is administered on two levels:

a) For Grades 6 to 9 Geography follows the guidelines from Germany as prescribed by 
the Baden-Würtenberg requirements.

b) For Grade 10 to 12 Geography in the NSC stream the DSJ will follow the 
requirements as set out by the DOE Caps document on Geography and the IEB 
Subject Assessment Guidelines.

c) Unfortunately the subject Geography is not offered in the school’s Kombi stream.

The general aims and subject content for each of the above areas will be addressed 
later.

The subject of Geography across the Grades

a) Grade 6 to 9

1. In 2014  it was decided by school management that Geography would be introduced 
as a fully recognised subject from Grade 6 onwards. Unlike the South African system 
where Geography falls under the subject of Social Sciences at the German school 
geography has its own place in the timetable and is recognised as a full subject.

2. It was decided that the subject Geography would be offered to the learners across 
the grades 6 to 9 as follows:

Grade Number of lessons per week Other comment
6 1 double lesson weekly per 

half year



7 1 double lesson per week
8 1 double lesson per week
9 1 double lesson per week

Note 1: One lesson is seen as 40 minutes contact time

Note 2: The school’s timetable is based on a four double lesson per day principle.

b) Grade 10 in 2015 and beyond

For 2015 a new concept for subject choice in Grade 10 was introduced. Instead of having a 
choice of 8 subjects, learners are now only allowed 7 subjects. This policy change had the 
following consequences for Geography:

• Contact time was increased from 5 weekly lessons of 40 minutes each per 
subject to 6 weekly lessons of 40 minutes each per subject. This is nearly in line 
with the requirements of CAPS.

• A minimum requirement of 8 learners per choice subject was introduced to make 
the teaching of the subject financially viable for the school.

c) Grade 11 and 12 for 2015/ 2016
As these learners are still subject to the old system of 8 elective subjects the contact 
time for Geography in these grades remains at 5 weekly lessons of 40 minutes for 
Geography


