
French at the DSJ

French is offered in Grade 6, and learners are encouraged to develop a proficiency 
in spoken and written French through the modern communicative methods 
employed in the classroom and reinforced by the latest specialized textbooks from 
Germany. 

With an emphasis on learning French through games, role-play, listening 
comprehensions, and other fun classroom activities, learners are well-equipped to 
reach the levels prescribed by the international benchmark of linguistic proficiency, 
and are encouraged to write the DELF (Diplôme Elémentaire de la Langue 
Française) examinations at the Alliance Française.

By the end of Grade 9, learners have reached A2 level of the DELF , and in Grade 
12 they are more than able to write the B2 level with learners in the Abitur reaching 
a C1 (DALF) level. The National Senior Certificate French examination is 
equivalent to level B2.

The DELF and DALF levels 

A1 (Grades 6 & 7 )
Listening Can understand the topic of very simple 

conversations and short messages 
(party invitations, shopping lists, 
directions)

Reading Can understand basic informative 
documents (about identity, sign posts, 
tickets) and simple messages about 
familiar subjects (e-mail, postcard)

Speaking Is able to introduce oneself, and build 
sentences to speak about familiar topics 
(family, hobbies, likes, dislikes) and 
answer personal questions

Writing Is able to write about daily activities eg. 
shopping, family, school



A2 (Grades  8 & 9 )
Listening Can understand short conversations 

about familiar subjects (holidays, 
weather, pastimes, music, school 
activities)

Reading Can understand texts about daily 
matters, and a short newspaper article.

Speaking Can describe an experience, an event, 
a dream , a goal or an opinion.

Writing Is able to write about personal 
experience, describe an event and past 
activities.

B1 ( Grade 10 ) 
Listening Can understand a speech when clear 

and standard language is used , about 
familiar subjects such as work, likes, 
pastimes etc.
Can understand the gist of radio and TV 
programmes on current affairs or topics 
of personal interest.

Reading Can understand the description of an 
event , feelings and wishes, and can 
read articles and reports concerned with 
contemporary problems ; and 
understand the particular attitudes or 
viewpoints.

Speaking Can enter unprepared into topics that 
are familiar (family, hobbies, school, 
travel and current affairs)

Writing Can explain a problem and write a 
formal letter, give news, describe 
experiences, feelings and events in 
detail. Can briefly report and summarise 
information on daily matters.

B2 (Grades 11 & 12 )
Listening Can understand a conversation 

between native speakers, can identify 
the mood and tone of the speaker, and 
recognize his point of view, can 
understand most TV news programmes
and the majority of films in standard 



dialect. 
Reading Can identify a writer’s viewpoint, can 

understand contemporary literary prose, 
can read articles about contemporary 
problems.

Speaking Can give a clear and detailed 
description, can justify arguments with 
pertinent examples, can interact with a 
degree of fluency and spontaneity, can 
build a line of argument.

Writing
Can write clear and detailed texts on a 
variety of subjects relating to interests, 
can summarise information from 
different sources (interviews, 
documentaries..) or the story of a film, 
book ; can write letters highlighting 
personal opinion, and can write an 
essay conveying information and 
explaining a point of view.

C1 ( Grade 12 Abitur ) DALF Diplôme Avancé de la Langue 
Française

Listening Can understand a long speech, even if it 
is not clearly structured and the links are 
implicit. Can understand TV shows and 
films without effort.

Reading Can understand long and complex 
factual or literary texts and see the 
different styles. 

Speaking Can express oneself spontaneously and 
fluently. Can use the language in a 
flexible and efficient way. Can express 
ideas and opinions with precision and 
interact in a relevant way.

Writing Can express oneself in a clear and well 
structured text and develop one’s point 
of view. 



Assessment

Grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 4 Tests (1 per term) = 
60%

Classwork, short 
tests, homework 
exercises, vocabulary, 
oral work = 40 %

Grades10 ,11 & 12 
(Kombizweig i.e. 
writing the Abitur) 

4 Klausuren (1 per 
term) = 50 %

Classwork, short 
tests, homework 
exercises, vocabulary, 
oral work = 50 %

Grade 10 & 11 (NSC 
i.e. writing the Matric 
Examination)

4 Tests (1 per term) =
60 %

Classwork, short 
tests, homework 
exercises, vocabulary, 
oral work = 40 %

Grade 12 NSC Terms 1 & 2 : Tests 
(number dependant 
on portfolio 
requirements) =60 %
Term 3  : Preliminary 
examination = 50 %

Terms 1 & 2 :Oral = 
40 %

Terms 3  : Portfolio 
work =25 %
Oral = 25%

At the end of Grade 9 , learners decide which path to take i.e. NSC or DIAP 
(Deutsche Internationale Abiturprüfung) . Together, the two streams go on a 
cultural journey into the world of arts, literature, fashion, gastronomy, architecture 
and science ; and French lessons offer learners access to the works of great 
French writers and poets. 
After English, French is the second most used language on the Internet. An ability 
to understand French therefore offers to learners an alternative view of the world 
through communication with French speakers from all continents and news from 
the leading French-language international media (TV5, France 24 and Radio 
France Internationale).
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