
Introduction to Art at the DSJ

Grades 5 and 6

At the Grade 5 and Grade 6 level art aims to encourage students to express themselves freely and 
confidently in a variety of media ranging from pencils, crayons, paints, collage, sculpture, and 
mixed media. To this end it offers a number of practical projects throughout each year, focusing on 
developing skills in fine motor control, observation, concentration, conceptualisation, imagination, 
and personal expression. 

Throughout this process the students are exposed to artists and artworks from various art 
movements. They are introduced to the language of art and to a wide range of art-making methods, 
and are encouraged to work creatively.

There are no exams or tests – the art-room is an inclusive and nurturing space where students are 
encouraged to express themselves through the process of art-making without worrying about 
academic results. The reason for this is twofold: firstly, a preoccupation with academic results leads 
to fear of making mistakes and tends to hamper the free expression of creativity which is by its 
nature open-ended and unpredictable. Secondly, art is a subject with no right or wrong 
answers/responses. It is subjective, intuitive, reflexive, and non-linear; there is a lot of uncertainty 
involved in art-making, and for this reason we treat art as a therapeutic outlet, encouraging the 
students to express themselves without too much regard for the constraints of any project. 

Finally, the idea of distilling a mark from an artwork is reductive and ultimately unhelpful. It takes 
something as nuanced and personal as the outcome of the creative process and reduces it to a
number. Rather than worry about results and end-product, art aims to encourage personal 
engagement as the surest guaranty of success.  

Grade 7

This year will focus on Colour, Colour Theory, and Painting. It is important that all students this year 
have a good set of paintbrushes as well as a full complement of acrylic colours. 

Grade 8

This year focuses on Drawing, Shading, and Mark-making. Term 1 will begin with a short 
introduction to the art of the Renaissance, with particular emphasis on the development of Linear 
Perspective. Term 2 will be dedicated to Tonal Drawing. Term 3 will focus on the Elements of Art 
and the Principles of Design as well as a basic understanding of and familiarity with Critical and 
Contextual Studies. Term 4 will combine everything the students have learned and the skills they 
have acquired in one final drawing project. It is important that all students this year have a set of 
pencils, 2B, 4B, 6B, 8B, as well as a putty rubber and a craft knife. 

Grade 9

In form and content this half year course will mimic the kind of work that students can expect to do 
in Grades 10 to 12. The student will be expected to respond with an artwork to a particular Theme 
or Project Brief, that response including Journal Work focusing on developing the Creative Process 
and on Contextual Research. 



STATIONARY LIST  
Grades 5 – 9 
Paint: set of 24 acrylic
Brushes: set of various sizes, bristle brushes
Plastic Palette for mixing colours (a 5litre ice-cream lid will do)
Small Plastic Jar for water 
Pencil Sharpener
Pencils: 2B, 4B, 6B, 8B
Eraser
Fine-liner
Oil Pastels: set of 24
Blunt-nosed Scissors
Pritt Glue Stick
Koki pens set of 24+
Ring-Binder (NOT a flip-file)
Putty Rubber (Grade 8)
Craft Knife/Blade (Grade 8)

Grade 10 NSC

The grade 10 curriculum introduces the students to a theory component in the form of Art History 
and Visual and Contextual Studies for the first time. The theory is aimed at enriching the students’ 
understanding of how peoples’ and societies’ relation to art has changed in relationship to a 
changing world as well deepening their awareness of their own modes of working; theory informs 
practice, which in turn informs their appreciation and understanding of theory.

In terms of Art History, the syllabus covers everything from the art of Ancient Egypt up to and 
including Romanticism in Europe, leaving the students poised on the edge of Modernism for Grade 
11, as well as covering the art of India, China, and Japan. Visual and Contextual Studies, which will 
be an important part of the matric syllabus, are introduced this year through the analysis and 
comparison of artworks, and through the introduction of a more refined use of art terminology. 

The practical component at this stage becomes much more learner driven than in previous years. 
Projects now come as a Theme, which the students will interpret in their own way, generating 
several responses which will then be further developed through their own research and exploration 
of art-making techniques and media until arriving at their final artwork. This creative, conceptual 
and explorative process is documented in a Visual Journal. Hand in hand with this artwork the 
students will also make drawings in response to each Theme which will then accompany the 
artwork. This process is open-ended, there are no correct or incorrect responses, which can be 
very daunting for the students since they will have to learn to trust their own judgement in limitless 
and unbounded terrain. 

Grade 11 NSC



This course picks up where Grade 10 left off, starting with Modernism and finishing with Conceptual 
Art, covering everything from Impressionism to Pop Art. As the study of art approaches our own 
time its relevance to the students’ working methods and conceptual approaches increases. They 
will be increasingly called on to demonstrate an awareness of their own modes of working, 
reflecting on their creative process more and more as they begin to locate their practice in the 
broader context of artistic developments. 

Grade 12 NSC

This year introduces a focus on South African art from the turn of the 20th Century, through 
Resistance Art and Multimedia, up to contemporary art. It recaps the tail end of Modernism (from 
Surrealism to Conceptual art), and focuses with greater intensity on Visual and Contextual Studies. 

Kombizweig

This being the art component corresponding to the German Abitur; what differentiates this from the 
NSC is that there is no Art History component; this is an almost purely practical course, identical to 
the practical component of the NSC. There is a small amount of theory in the form of Visual 
Literacy, but largely the students are encouraged to engage in their own research and develop their 
own artistic language and interests. 

Please be advised of the following as it pertains to the handing in of all projects: 
there will be a 10% per day penalty for overdue works unless accompanied by a 
doctor’s note or a letter from the parents; any such late work please to be handed in 
on the first day that the student returns to school. 


