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“Unverhofft kommt oft”, (Things always seem to happen when you least expect them) and so we were 
pleasantly surprised in term 3 when the School was granted a high financial contribution from Germany, 
earmarked for a specific purpose. The project, which is supported up to 75% by Germany, relates to the 
replacement of old, single-glazed windows in the entire school with double-glazed, energy-saving 
modern ones within the time frame of October 2017 until December 2018. Work on the replacements 
only takes place after school, on weekends and during the holidays in order not to disrupt lessons. 
Indeed, as so often in life, the rule, “Erstens kommt es anders- zweitens, als man denkt”, (Things turn out 
differently from what you expect) applies here, too. In the yearbook of 2016 mention was made at this 
point that an extension of the exams room was being planned. However, after the commitment for 
financial support for the window project had been received, this project was brought forward. The 
decision was also made not to burden the School with two major projects, like the window replacement 
and the extension of the exams room, running concurrently. That is why the German proverb, 
“Aufgeschoben ist nicht aufgehoben”, (Postponed is not abandoned) remains true for the project, 
“Extension of the exams room”.  

The laying of new paving on the parking lot often tested the patience of all who use this area to the 
limits and at this point we would like to thank you for your understanding. 

In order to ensure that learners in the computer rooms keep a cool head, air conditioning has been 
installed there. 

Similarly, based on the size of the room, four air conditioners have been fitted in the exams room to 
make the environment in which examinations have to be written more tolerable on hot summer days. 

New soundproof ceilings were installed in the gym hall, and the change rooms and sanitary facilities for 
boys and girls received an attractive renovation. 

In addition to this, new furniture could be ordered for the learners in 20 classrooms in 2017.  The plan is 
that at the turn of the school year 2018/2019 the remaining 15 classrooms will also be fitted out with 
new school furniture. 

Roofing was installed in front of the primary school and with the addition of tables and benches a 
pleasant area was created to enjoy lunch. 

An industrial dishwasher was bought for the school kitchen to optimize work processes during all major 
events at the DSJ.  

At this point we would like to extend our gratitude to all who consistently and actively support the DSJ 
and we would like to mention a few by name: We thank “The Hermann Olthaver Trust” for their 
financial support for the acquisition of electronic equipment. Also, a thank you goes to the Parents’ 
Representative Council for the new computers in the Learning Centre. We would like to thank Miele-SA 
for their active financial support which enabled us to fit out the school kitchen for our learners with 
Miele stoves and ovens of exceptional quality. The company Powder-lak also deserves our gratitude for 
their financial support of the Kindergarten and their financial injection towards the acquisition of 3 air 
conditioners for the administration wing. Thank you, NATCO for your generous donation which enabled 
us to buy solar blankets for the big pool. 



Thank you, Johannes Gutmayer, for the many years of service in the Infrastructure Sub-Committee. 
Another thank you goes to Mr Niels Rudolph, who chaired the sub-committee in the end.  

We would like to welcome two new members to the Infrastructure Sub-Committee, Ms Lyndall Oyrer 
and Mr Johann van Niekerk, who make our team complete once more.  

Manuela Nickels, Chairperson: Infrastructure Sub-Committee 


