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The DSJ Development Sub-Committee is a sub-committee of the board which concerns itself primarily 
with the long-term strategic orientation of the school. Even though school education remains the focal 
point of our action, the DSJ is no simple school but a complex structure: part private school, part non-
profit association run by parent members, part medium-sized company (and at the same time 
accountable to both, the German and South African authorities): The school is thus subject to the most 
diverse and different interests. The DSJ is a cultural project, which also links two countries with each 
other. 

The constantly changing appeal of South Africa as an investment location as well as the growth and 
prosperity of the city of Johannesburg with which the DSJ has been closely connected for over 125 years, 
constantly expose the school to new challenges, which we subsequently need to meet. The German 
language remains the school’s most important cornerstone. Recruitment of outstanding German 
educators and continued growth of the number of learners who decide to choose German and the 
German Abitur as a school-leaving qualification, are strongly dependent upon this. Especially since the 
Foreign German Schools Education Act (Auslandsschulgesetz) came into effect in 2015, financing the 
school has become heavily dependent upon the number of Abitur learners, which in turn is subject to 
volatility & change in light of the considerations set out above. To act with foresight and manage risk 
responsibly is the strategic task of the Development Sub-Committee. The strategic performance of the 
sub-committee has proven its worth through the years, e.g. through the decision in 2011, to introduce 
the English Medium High School Stream or the extension of the Kindergarten. Today we can see that 
these decisions are bearing fruit.  

This year the Development Sub-Committee has dealt with topics, which spanned a wide area of interest 
and extended from sport to the selection of food offered at the school. During the School Board’s 
annual strategy retreat (Klausurtagung), which took place in August 2017, it was decided to continue on 
the path of strengthening the German language at the school. However, it was also decided to examine 
the existing school strategy, which has been pursued since 2010, and adjust it if necessary. This will be 
tackled within the framework of a strategy day at the beginning of the new school year.  

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to my predecessors in office. Both, Mrs. Angela Matthews 
and Dr. Sven Graef, have chaired this sub-committee in the past year and will continue to remain 
members of this sub-committee, guaranteeing further continuity. 

Deena Govender, Chairman: Development Sub-Committee 

  


